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Welcome! If you are visiting St Mary’s or here for the first time, we are 

particularly pleased to welcome you and hope you will find a home 

among the church family today. 
 

 

To avoid any distraction, we politely ask that there be no photography or recordings of 

any kind during services or rehearsals. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC: Saint-Saëns (arr. Guilmant) Le Cygne (Le Carnaval des animaux) 

CELEBRANT: Revd Dr James Saunders, Vicar 

PREACHER: Revd Professor Helen Hall, ASWA Chair 
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PRAISE FOR GOD’S CREATION 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, 

and all that is on it. 

 

God made the birds, and the cattle, and all creeping things. 

The birds in the air and the fish in the sea. 

 

God made them all 

our brothers and sisters, to glorify him. 

 

Let us sing to the Lord a new song. 

A song for all the creatures of the earth. 

 

 

 

HYMN    All creatures of our God and King   

 
All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thou burning sun with golden beam, 

thou silver moon with softer gleam, 

O praise him, O praise him, 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 

ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 

O praise him, alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 

ye lights of evening, find a voice; 

O praise him, O praise him… 

 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 

make music for thy Lord to hear, 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thou fire, so masterful and bright, 

that givest man both warmth and light: 

O praise him, O praise him… 

 

And all ye men of tender heart, 

forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye alleluia. 

Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God and on him cast your care: 

O praise him, O praise him… 
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Let all things their Creator bless, 

and worship him in humbleness; 

O praise him, alleluia. 

Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 

O praise him, O praise him… 

 
 

Please sit 
 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 
 

Blessed before you, O God, are those who struggle for peace and justice, not only for human 

beings, but for all your creatures. 

 

A short time of silence is kept. 

 

God our Creator, you made the earth and every living creature, and entrusted them to our 

care. We have failed to be faithful stewards of your gifts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, your compassion extends to all that you have made. We have been careless 

of the suffering of your creatures and wasteful of the world's resources. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, you renew the face of the earth. Forgive us where we have neglected your 

creation, and lead us in the way of justice, wisdom and peace. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of love bring you back to yourself, forgive you your sins, and assure you of his 

eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
Please stand 
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GLORIA  

 

Gloria in excelsis Deo 

et in terra pax hominibus  

bonae voluntatis. 

Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 

adoramus te, glorificamus te, 

gratias agimus tibi  

propter magnam gloriam tuam, 

Domine Deus, Rex cælestis, 

Deus Pater omnipotens. 

Domine Fili unigenite,  

Iesu Christe, 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,  

Filius Patris, 

qui tollis peccata mundi,  

miserere nobis ; 

qui tollis peccata mundi,  

suscipe deprecationem nostram. 

Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,  

miserere nobis. 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus,  

tu solus Dominus,  

tu solus Altissimus, Iesu Christe,  

cum Sancto Spiritu : 

in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 

Glory be to God on high,  

and in earth peace, 

good will towards men.  

We praise thee, we bless thee, 

we worship thee, we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee  

for thy great glory,  

O Lord God, heavenly King, 

God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, 

Jesu Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God,  

Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of the 

Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; 

thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 

most high 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
Jonathan Dove, ‘Missa Brevis’ 

 

 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into 

our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 

that we and all your creatures may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Please sit 
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FIRST READING  ‘St Benno and The Frog’ read by John Firth 
 

St Benno was a bishop in Germany, who lived from the years 1010 to 1106. This story is told about 

him in a medieval manuscript. 
 

Benno, that man of God, made it his regular habit to go for a walk around the fields. As he 

walked, he would meditate and be deep in prayer. 

One day, as he was walking by a marsh, the loud noise of a talkative frog broke the silence. 

There the frog lay, croaking away in its slimy waters, leaving Benno quite unable to 

concentrate on his prayers. Irritated that the noisy frog was disturbing his contemplation, he 

ordered it to stop its noise and be silent. At once, the frog became mute. But when Benno 

has walked a little way further, a verse from the Bible sprang into his mind – a verse from the 

Book of Daniel which said,  

‘O you whales and all fish that swim in the sea, bless the Lord.  

All you beasts and cattle, bless the Lord.’ 

Benno now became worried. 'Perhaps', he thought, 'God prefers the croaky singing of a frog 

to the sound of my own prayers.' So he went back to the pond he had just left, and gave the 

frogs a second command, telling them that they should carry on and praise God in their usual 

way.  

As Benno continued his walk, the air and the fields were once again filled with the raucous 

noise of amphibian conversation. 

 

 

 
 

Please stand. 

 

HYMN  All things bright and beautiful  116 

 

All things bright and beautiful,  

all creatures great and small,  

all things wise and wonderful,  

the Lord God made them all. 

 

Each little flower that opens,  

each little bird that sings,  

he made their glowing colours, 

he made their tiny wings: 

All things bright and beautiful… 

 

The cold wind in the winter,  

the pleasant summer sun,  

the ripe fruits in the garden,  

he made them every one:  

All things bright and beautiful… 
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He gave us eyes to see them,  

and lips that we might tell  

how great is God Almighty 

who has made all things well.  

All things bright and beautiful… 

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Please turn to face the Gospel Book as it is processed into the congregation. 
 

The Alleluias are sung once by the choir, then again by everyone.  

After the sentence of scripture, we all sing the Alleluias again. 
 

 
 

Choir Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

 

 

 

Choir You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power,  

for you created all things.  

All Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

 

GOSPEL READING   Matthew 6.25-33 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew: 

 
 

 

 

 

I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 

Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of 

the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 

clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What 

will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; 

and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
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This is the Gospel of the Lord:                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sit 

 

SERMON 

 
 
 

CHOIR 

 

Look at the world: everything all around us. 

Look at the world: and marvel every day. 

Look at the world: so many joys and wonders; 

so many miracles along our way. 

 

Praise to thee, O Lord for all creation. 

Give us thankful hearts that we may see 

All the gifts we share and every blessing. 

All things come of thee. 

 

Look at the earth: bringing forth fruit and flower. 

Look at the sky: the sunshine and the rain. 

Look at the hills, look at the trees and mountains, 

valley and flowing river, field and plain. 

 

Think of the Spring, think of the warmth of Summer, 

bringing the harvest before the winter’s cold. 

Everything grows, everything has a season 

til' it is gathered to the father’s fold. 

 

Every good gift, all that we need and cherish 

comes from the Lord in token of his love. 

We are his hands, stewards of all his bounty; 

his is the earth and his the heavens above. 

 
Words & music: John Rutter 

 

 
Please stand 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                                    
 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Please sit   
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Rachel Fisken 

                 

The prayers use this response: 

God who made us,  

Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 

Please stand 

THE PEACE 

 

You shall go out in joy and be led back into peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you.  
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OFFERTORY HYMN  Let us gladly with one mind (t. 204) 

 

A collection is taken during the following hymn and bread and wine are brought to the altar. 

 

Let us gladly with one mind 

praise the Lord for he is kind: 

for his mercy shall endure, 

ever faithful, ever sure. 

 

He has made the realms of space, 

all things have their ordered place: 

for his mercy shall endure … 

 

He created sky and sea, 

field and mountain, flower and tree: 

for his mercy shall endure … 

 

Every creature, great and small –  

God alone has made them all: 

for his mercy shall endure … 

 

Then he fashioned humankind, 

crown of all that he designed: 

for his mercy shall endure … 

 

Glory then to God on high, 

‘Glory’ let all creatures cry: 

for his mercy shall endure … 

 
Words in this version © Michael Saward / Jubilate Hymns 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; by your goodness the world was formed and filled 

with plenty. As we set before you this bread and wine, teach us gratitude for your gifts and 

make us faithful stewards of your creation. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

 
Lord of all life, you created the universe, where all living things reflect your glory. You give 

us this great and beautiful earth, to discover and to cherish. You give us the fish in the sea, 

the birds of the air, and every plant and tree; the life that sleeps in the winter earth, and 

awakens again in the spring. You made us all, each wonderfully different, to join with the 

angels and sing your praise: 

 
Please sit 

 

We thank you, loving Father, because, when we turned away, you sent Jesus, your Son. He 

gave his life for us on the cross and shows us the way to live. Send your Holy Spirit that these 

gifts of bread and wine may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 

 

On the night before he died, when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks, 

broke it, and shared it with his disciples, saying: ‘This is my body, given for you. Do this to 

remember me.’ 

 

After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, 

saying: ‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins.’ 

 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, 

Dominus Deus Sabaoth, 

Pleni sunt cœli et terra gloria tua. 

Hosanna in excelsis. 

 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Schubert, Mass in G 
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So Father, with this bread and this cup we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. As you 

feed us with these gifts, send your Holy Spirit, and change us more and more to be like Jesus 

our Saviour. Help us, Father, to love one another, as we look forward to that day when 

suffering is ended, and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

 

And now with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Benno of Meissen and all your saints we give you 

glory, through Jesus Christ, in the strength of the Spirit, today and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 

will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 

God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.  

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

 

 

Everyone is invited to come forward. If you have been confirmed, or if you usually receive Communion 

in your own church, you are warmly invited to join us receiving here. 
 

We offer Communion in two different ways. On the north side (left-hand side as you look from the 

back of church towards the altar), you will receive a piece of bread that has already been dipped in 

the wine. On the south (right-hand) side, you will receive the bread and wine separately, drinking 

from the shared cup. Please choose whichever side you prefer.  
 

If you would prefer to receive a prayer of blessing rather than bread and wine, simply indicate this 

as you come to the altar rail. 
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The  choir sings the AGNUS DEI as Communion is distributed. 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 

miserere nobis. 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi,  

dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

grant us peace. 

 
Schubert, Mass in G 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 

Father of all creation, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of 

your Son. Send us out to love and serve you by caring for the earth, showing 

compassion to all living creatures, and delighting in the goodness of your gifts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 

 
Please stand 

 

HYMN Let us sing the God of glory (t. Battle Hymn) 

 

Let us sing the God of glory 

who has set the stars in place, 

with the planets in their courses 

as they cross the heaven’s face, 

and the constellations shining 

to the boundaries of space, 

our God whose name is love! 

Glory, glory, alleluia! 

Glory, glory, alleluia!  

Glory, glory, alleluia!  

Our God whose name is love! 
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Let us sing the God of beauty 

in the mountains and the seas, 

in the colours of the rainbow 

and the tracery of trees, 

in the thunder of the breakers 

and the whisper of the breeze, 

our God whose name is love! 

Glory, glory, alleluia! … 

 

Let us sing the God of bounty 

for a fruitful earth and fair, 

who provides for us in plenty 

so that all may have a share, 

and who loves humans and animals, 

and has them in his care, 

our God whose name is love! 

Glory, glory, alleluia! … 
Jean-Baptiste de Santeuil (1630-97), trans. Isaac Williams (1802-65) 

 

 

 

THE BLESSING      

You are invited to lift up any animals or pictures of animals that are important to you. 

 

May God bless the sun that is above us, the earth that is below us, the creatures all around 

us, and lead us all on the ways of peace. The blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be 

with you always. Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

 
VOLUNTARY: Widor Toccata (Symphonie V) 
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We hope you’ll stay for refreshments and a chance to chat.  

 

There is no charge for refreshments. We’re grateful for any donations, but 

don’t let lack of money stop you from joining us. 
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We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income. 
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation station by the south porch. 

Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.  
 


