IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S
A look back at May and June 2026

Welcome to our regular summary of what’s been happening in recent weeks at St Mary’s.

As always, we are incredibly grateful to those who time, talents, and money have been so
generously donated to sustain the life and mission of St Mary’s.

Simon Carter joined us on placement as part of his training to be a
Licensed Local Minister. Simon comes from Burton Joyce but is known
to many at St Mary’s as ‘Jesus’ (!) from his role in the 2023 Nottingham
Passion performances. Coming from a rather different spiritual
tradition, Simon came to explore St Mary’s liturgical worship and
experience Choral Evensong for the first time, alongside preaching,
leading intercessions and becoming an altar server.

Following the news that Tess Clothier has been
appointed Music & Liturgy Administrator at
Leicester Cathedral and Andy Thomas will be
stepping down as our Finance Administrator towards the end of July, §
we were delighted to receive a strong set of applications for our new, |
re-shaped Parish & Finance Administrator role. Following @&
interviews on 9th June, Pardis Eydi was appointed to the role and
began work on the last day of June. Meanwhile, we were able to say
a proper thank you to Tess for her work with a presentation after

the morning service on 14™ June. (We also said thank you to Andy, but
that will be in the next TMASM!)

A distinguished member of St Mary’s congregation, John Firth, celebrated his 90" birthday
in May and we were delighted to toast his good health after the morning service on 25%.

Our community has been blessed with the presence of three students this year who, sadly
for us, have now moved on to the next stage in their lives. Over three Sundays in late May
and early June, we were able to express our thanks to Sam (bass choral scholar and always
willing to volunteer for other things), Raphael (altar server), and Gideon (tireless advocate
for St Mary’s and lynchpin for refreshments on Light Night). Our prayers go with them.




On Sunday 7" June, we were able to offer welcome hospitality to a large group of Sixth
Form students from Uppingham School in Rutland who had walked to Nottingham
overnight, raising money for Cancer Research. They were cheerful enough, but
understandably looked a little weary after their heroic endeavours!

Distinguished sculptor Peter Eugene Ball was a surprise
visitor to St Mary’s on 2™ June. Among his works (found in
churches and cathedrals throughout the UK) is the striking
crucifix hanging in the Guild Chapel at St Mary’s.

We were pleased to have Shaun and
i Danita from the City Centre
Neighbourhood Policing Team join a
recent Tuesday coffee morning to
meet members of St Mary’s. The
church has had good support from local officers and PCSOs,
for which we are always grateful.

Faith

We marked Ascension Day (14th May) with the
now traditional early morning service atop the church,
followed by (new this year) breakfast at
Wetherspoons. The evening saw a Choral Eucharist.




It was wonderful to accompany four
members of St Mary’s on their journey
to Confirmation. Some lively
discussion took place over four
preparation evenings, followed by a
service at Southwell Minster on
Saturday 23™ May at which Dave, Al
Sarah and Matthew were confirmed by
the Bishop of Sherwood, alongside
more than 30 other candidates from
around the diocese.

It was good to welcome Bishop Paul to our Sunday morning
Eucharist on 24™ May, and to see him baptise Matthew alongside
preaching and presiding. The visit gave Bishop Paul a chance to
see our ‘normal’ congregation (as opposed to the big civic events
that normally bring him here) and time to chat with lots of people.

Among preachers in the last couple of =
months, we welcomed Neil Fearn from |
charities Safe Families Home for Good
and 100 Homes, who shared a call to support the needs of
vulnerable children and families in the local area. From the ‘home
team’, it was inspiring to hear two sermons at Evensong from St
Mary’s first-time preachers Lloydie James Lloyd and William
Layzell-Smith. We think both of them have a calling...
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Nottingham High School celebrated their traditional
Founders Day Service on Saturday 3™ June, followed by
the traditional Cheese & Ale ceremony under the terms of the will of their founder Dame
Agnes Mellers (died 1513/14). The Vicar was pleased to receive payment of his 2 shilling
fee for officiating at the service, but promises the money will not change him.



Ben and Navya celebrated a service blessing their marriage
on Monday 22" June, along with family and friends. It was an
especially poignant occasion, since a previous date for this
service in March had to be postponed after war in the Middle |
East led to cancellation of the flights bringing their guests to £
the UK. Then, on the afternoon of Sunday 28", Josh and Joelle
celebrated their wedding at St Mary’s.

James was able to mark his Silver Jubilee of ordination on
Sunday 28" June (the Feast of Ss Peter & Paul), and invited his
mother (also a priest) to be the guest preacher. After 25 years of
not getting sacked, he was very grateful for the kindness of the
congregation in preparing cake and just a little wine after the
morning service.

Later that day, our Junior Choir sang Choral Evensong — many
of them for the first time — with four of the younger members
receiving their surplices as a sign of formal admission to the choir.
They all did extraordinarily well with complex repertoire on a sweltering hot evening. If
you missed hearing just how good they were, you can still listen to this service (along with
all other Sunday services) on the audio stream page of the church website.

Meetings

Members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and others from
the congregation took part in two Vision Mornings on 9" May and
27" June. These were opportunities for extended discussion around
the church’s Vision Statement and how to achieve our key priorities
for the immediate and medium-term future. One thing St Mary’s
does not lack is ambition!

~ The church’s Annual Meeting took place on Sunday 24™ May, at

| which Martyn was re-elected as churchwarden and Nick became
§ % our new churchwarden, alongside several new members of the

PCC. We were able to thank outgoing churchwarden Ed Mills for

his distinguished term of office (including a period of vacancy without

a vicar) the following Sunday with a small presentation.

The Annual Meeting of St Mary’s bellringers on Sunday 3™ May
was a chance to recognise the talents and dedication of this largely Bells on Sunday
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unseen group of people who give so much to the life of the church. . 5
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By chance, BBC Radio 4’s Bells on Sunday programme featured ringing [t
from the church tower on the same day. Sex s e >




Finance

This year’s Annual Meeting set out clearly the scale of St Mary’s financial challenges and
the need to make determined efforts to ensure we remain sustainable for the long term.
The issue has also featured prominently on the PCC’s agendas. We are deeply grateful to
those who have responded by increasing their regular giving or making generous donations,
including those who have done so anonymously. We are currently planning various
initiatives to increase the church’s income, but have also taken steps to ensure our costs
are as well-controlled as possible. This has included re-shaping administrative cover in the
Church Office by merging ‘Parish’ and ‘Finance’ roles — saving something in the region of
£10,000 a year.

In happier news, we were delighted to be awarded a grant of
more than £20,000 from the John Bagley Music Trust in
support of the work of our Junior Choirs. Together with
generous commitment from the St Marys’ Choral Scholarships
Trust and the Forman Hardy Charitable Trust, we are now able
to offer small bursaries to families of Junior Choir members for
whom financial limitations would otherwise make participation
difficult.

Church Fabric

If you noticed an improvement in the sound of the church’s Viscount digital organ in
recent weeks, that is due to major re-voicing work undertaken by the manufacturers in
May, with software updated, speakers tweaked and a faulty sub-woofer replaced. It’s the
first major upgrade to the instrument for a long time and we’re very grateful to the Friends
of St Mary’s for funding the work.

Working towards submission of a ‘development stage’ bid to the National Lottery
Heritage Fund, we met with Irving Patrick (our bid consultants) on 12%" June and formally
commissioned a Quantity Surveyor to prepare detailed costings and schedule for work on
the church roof and windows. This is likely to cost in the region of ‘
£3 million, and would enable us to complete a ‘once in a generation’
restoration of crumbling leadwork.

Our regular maintenance contractors, MSM, completed a number of
minor fabric works during their scheduled visit in June. These
included fixing a trip hazard caused by a sunken flagstone in the north
aisle, evicting pigeons from the spiral staircase in the same part of the
church; replacing old floodlights on the nave pillars with new, energy-
efficient LED models (the cost covered by a grant from the Church
of England) and extending the church’s Wi-Fi coverage to the Music
Room. Also — amidst widespread rejoicing — hot water has been
restored to the ladies toilets for the first time in many years!




Despite challenges posed by recent extreme heat, the
churchyard gardens have been looking lovely this Summer
@ and enjoyed by many members of the public and local office
workers. The gardens do not look this good by magic, so our
grateful thanks go to Rachel Farrand for her tireless labours.

Events

The altar serving team enjoyed lunch together at Bistrot
Pierre after the main service on 17" May, celebrating friendship
and all they do to organise and beautify our liturgy. They are a great bunch and always
welcoming to anyone who would like to join them. Full
training given!

Complementing the longer-running Ladies Who Lunch,
June 4™ saw the first gathering of Blokes who Brunch in
Lloyds No. | Wetherspoons. An encouraging number of
people, and even more encouragingly wide age-range came
along to share breakfast and good conversation. Dates to
the end of the year are now published and all are welcome.
(Despite the name, you don’t actually have to be a bloke!).

It was great to see so many of St Mary’s Choral Scholars involved in organising and
performing in the University of Nottingham Music Society concert on Saturday 6™
May, not least Dom in action as conductor.

St Mary’s hosted multiple exam sessions for
Nottingham College again this year. Thank
| you for tolerating some disruption to the building
while these were in progress, and for keeping the
students in your prayers. We hope the beauty of
the building helped them keep nerves at bay!

= As part of St Mary’s
vision to be “a church
for the city”, we try

: = and build relationships
with as many |nd|V|duaIs and organisations with a stake in
Nottingham as we can. To thank those who have generously
made space in their busy diaries to meet and share their
thoughts on the city, we hosted a Network Lunch on 27" May. #
With a keynote address from James, the lunch was attended by 4
a broad mix of leaders from churches, businesses and charities
who discussed the current state of Nottingham and their hopes |
for its future.




St Mary’s Adult and Junior Choirs joined the Orchestra of the Restoration for a
wonderful concert on Saturday 6™ June. An attractive programme of music by Schubert,
Boyce, Poulenc and Vaughan Williams was greatly appreciated by the audience. Few
churches in the country could match the breadth or quality of the ‘in-house’ music-making
on display here.

This was followed on Saturday 14" June by the
Scholars Concert, featuring some wonderful
performances from our current Choral Scholars &
(and Ellie-Jean as a returning guest!) Once again, we }
realised how lucky we are to have these young
people giving their talents in service of the church.

E‘!ﬁ,.".s,,,?,'}!,ﬁ Choral Evensong enthusiasts enjoyed a treat on Friday 26™ June
with the visit of Tim Popple (famous among Anglican choral
enthusiasts as the comic genius behind Quire Memes and Quires
& Places). Following a Come & Sing Evensong combining members
of our own Adult choir with a good number of guests, Tim shared
his passion for opening the riches of the Anglican choral tradition
to new people and sold lots of merchandise!
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In addition to everything described above, St Mary’s nave
also hosted a popular Craft & Flea market; dinner for
participants in a gaming graphics conference; and concerts
by Nottingham Symphony Orchestra, the Nottingham Bach
Choir, Idrisi Ensemble, and fans of Lord of the Rings (the
latter two concerts each attended by well over 400 people).

Out and About ...

Apparently, there is life beyond the Lace Market... Our Operations Director and Vicar
have both been out and about in the past couple of months to make connections and learn
from others.

As we work towards submitting the next stage of our Heritage Lottery Fund bid, Adele
visited St Mary’s, Newark — recently given a new lease of life thanks to NLHF funding —
to pick up ideas and seek tips for managing a successful project. She also visited
Peterborough Cathedral to meet the organisers of The Longest Yarn exhibition, which
St Mary’s plans to host early in 2027. (Watch this space...)



Among inspirational people James has spent time with in the past
couple of months were Craig Berens (CEO of YMCA Robin
Hood) and lzzy Harriss (CEO of Emmanuel House).

! James attended his first meeting as trustee of the
| Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust on the evening
of 26™ May. NCHTs’ mission is to raise money to grant-aid
the historic churches and chapels of Nottinghamshire, so that
these special buildings can continue to serve their local
communities. They are probably best known for organising the
annual Ride & Stride event.

Having recently become a member of the Diocesan Board of Education, James joined
the Board meeting in Southwell on 20™ May. The agenda included an extended discussion
of the DBFE’s strategic priorities, asking what it means for Anglican church schools in the
diocese to be “deeply Christian, serving the common good”.

And finally, the Vicar went to the seaside for six days in June to eat ice
cream and not think about St Mary’s. Thanks to the rest of the team
for holding the fort, and especially to Revd Jo Tatum and Fr Lee
Dunleavy for covering his Sunday services.

We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income.
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors.
Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.

Email admin@stmarynotts.org Web stmarysnottingham.org
Facebook Instagram @stmarysnotts @stmarysscholars
Office Mon-Fri 11-2.30pm 0115 958 2105
Vicar The Rev’d Dr James Saunders — vicar@stmarynotts.org
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