IN THE LACE MARKET

Fabric Works 2025

Asbestos
Decontamination work in the boiler and blower rooms was completed. Fourstage
Environmental Ltd inspected and confirmed the areas are now safe for use and storage.

Servery
As part of the servery works, a Quooker tap was installed, allowing access to instant boiling
water. The servery project was completed in 2025 and is a fantastic addition to church life.

Lighting project

Phase | was completed, including the installation of dimmer switches, enhanced lighting of
the crossing and removal of sodium lights. A Lutron Lighting Control panel and other
accessories have been procured — however, the discovery of asbestos meant that the rest of
the project had to be put on hold until a later date.

Stained glass restoration

The original faculty for stained glass work on the Great East Window was not supported by
the Diocesan Stained Glass Advisor. The grant given for this work was reappropriated,
supporting the works on the chancel roof.

NLHF (National Lottery Heritage Fund)

Following work with consultants Irving Patrick, St Mary’s NLHF Expression of Interest was
granted in December 2025, allowing us to work towards a major grant application by
December 2026. If successful, this money would allow us to undertake major roof works, as
well as looking at heritage interpretation and accessibility

MSM retainer

Midland Stonemasonry are secured on a retainer for general long-term maintenance at St
Mary’s. This will ensure that the building is regularly inspected and any problems that arise
dealt with promptly.

Re-Upholstery
Six ecclesiastical to be used in church were re-upholstered in fabric matching the previous
ecclesiastical seating. This cost was covered by the Friends of St Mary’s.



