APCM Report - Music 2025

The most notable event of the past year was the retirement of John Keys after a
remarkable 41 years of service to St Mary’s. His remarkable musical legacy at St Mary’s
cannot be overstated. The church’s distinguished musical reputation — both regionally
and nationally —is entirely thanks to the care, expertise and musical passion that he
invested in the church throughout his tenure. He assumed the title of Organist Emeritus
on his retirement.

The Adult Choir’s singing has enriched the church’s worship throughout 2025, and the
dedication of our choral scholars and adult volunteers must be recognized for singing
no fewer than 116 regular choral services on Wednesdays and Sundays throughout
their year. Their singing is particularly appreciated at many of the special services such
as the Epiphany Procession, Legal Service, and Remembrance, as well as their
contribution to the liturgy at Easter and Christmas.

The Orchestra of the Restoration performed a programme of music by Mendelssohn &
Vaughan Williams in February, and John’s final Good Friday was marked by a moving
performance of Handel’s Brockes-Passion accompanied by the 18th Century Sinfonia.
His farewell concert in June brought together the Adult Choir and the Orchestra of the
Restoration in a programme entitled ‘From the Sky to the Sea’, with notable vocal and
choral contributions from the Adult Choir and soloist Will Burn in Parry’s Blest pair of
sirens & Stanford’s Songs of the Fleet. Our four departing choral scholars made a
strong contribution in the annual Choral Scholars’ Concert later that month.

It was a privilege for me to succeed John as Director of Music in September 2025, and |
am indebted to the singers of the Adult Choir and the whole congregation for the
warmth of their welcome. | am particularly grateful for the way that the choir has
embraced the challenge of new or unfamiliar repertoire as we seek to develop the range
and diversity of our music. | was delighted that we were able to recruit four new choral
scholars (1 soprano, 1 alto & 2 basses) to succeed departing scholars from the previous
academic year.

My first concert with the Orchestra of the Restoration maintained the tradition of
working with young musicians who had been finalists in the Nottingham Young
Musician of the Year competition, as well as giving the orchestra the chance to perform
Louise Farrenc’s Symphony No. 3 for the first time. Players from the orchestra also
contributed to a particularly moving liturgical performance of Fauré’s Requiem at the
Solemn Choral Eucharist on Remembrance Day.

My first Christmas season at St Mary’s was a joy, sharing choral music old and new with
large congregations at the Advent Procession and Nine Lesson & Carols, leading to the
festivities on Christmas Day.
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