
 

 
 

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S 
A look back at March and April 2026 

 

Welcome to our regular summary of what’s been happening in recent weeks at St Mary’s. 

 

As always, we are incredibly grateful to those who time, talents, and money have been so 

generously donated to sustain the life and mission of St Mary’s. 

 

 

Faith & Worship 
 

A congregation of nearly 400 people gathered for this year’s Legal Service on 22nd March, 

organised in collaboration with Ed 

Attenborough, High Sheriff of 

Nottinghamshire, with the Bishop of 

Sherwood preaching. Celebrating the 

importance of justice and freedom under the 

law, this year’s service was notable not only 

for the usual civic pageantry but also for the 

breadth of wider community involvement, 

including the wonderful Atmosphere Choir 

– a totally inclusive group run by charity Pulp 

Friction, whose catering arm also provided 

pie and peas as after-service refreshments.  

 

March and April saw St Mary’s journey through the sombre reflection of Lent and the 

intensity of Holy Week, to the joyous outbreak of Easter. Along the way, the mood 

lightened a little for the Mothering Sunday, when another well-attended service, ably 

led by our Junior Choirs, helped us think more deeply on the love of God that we find 

reflected those who love us. 

 

And so Holy Week began on Palm Sunday with the blessing of 

palms outside the west door of the church and procession into the 

nave, and continued with the reading of the Passion (with thanks to 

a crack team of five volunteers). From there, we entered an 

extremely busy cycle of worship and some of the most dramatic 

liturgies of the year. Following a short address, we sang Compline 

on Monday and Tuesday. Maundy Thursday evening saw the 

Eucharist of the Last Supper, followed by a prayer vigil at the Altar 

of Repose built in the Chapel of The Holy Spirit.  



Good Friday included the moving Walk of Witness and sacred 

concert (see below), while Holy Saturday saw the church’s young 

families enjoy building an Easter garden and searching for Easter 

eggs and then, in the early evening, quiet and reflections in music 

and readings based on the patterns of the ancient office of 

Tenebrae. Arriving finally at Easter Day, the air filled with alleluias 

(at least 55, according to one of our Choral Scholars, who 

counted them) as we celebrated the morning Eucharist and just 

had time to down a glass of champagne before returning for 

Choral Evensong. None of this would have been possible without 

the significant labours of many different volunteers, including our 

musicians, flower arrangers, caterers and servers, welcomers. To 

all of you – thank you.  
 

In observing Holy Week, we were privileged 

to join with many ecumenical friends for a 

Good Friday Walk of Witness which 

started from St Barnabas Cathedral and 

proceeded through Old Market Square to 

finish in St Mary’s. Planned by St Mary’s and 

St Barnabas, we were delighted to see more 

than 400 Christians from many 

denominations came together, in the 

company of the Lord-Lieutenant, Lord 

Mayor, and senior church leaders. This was 

the first time in perhaps 20 years since the 

Walk of Witness has taken place, and next year’s is already being planned. 

 

Since Easter, an undoubted highlight has been 

a festal Choral Evensong marking the 25th 

Anniversary of St Mary’s Choral 

Scholarships Trust, on 25th April. With a 

choir of more than 50 and many returning 

former choral scholars, it was an amazing 

celebration of music-making and friendship. 
 

Assisting with various acts of worship over April, it’s been good to be 

joined by Simon Carter, a student on the Licensed Lay Ministry 

Course who has been on placement with us. Simon hails from Burton 

Joyce, but some St Mary’s people will remember his starring role as 

Jesus in the Nottingham Passion of 2023. 
 

4th March was the annual Bishop’s Study Day, hosted in St Mary’s. 

This brings together all the clergy of the diocese for a day of learning, 

prayer and worship. Last-minute unavailability of the keynote speaker 

left various members of diocesan senior staff with the task of leading 

the main sessions. If they were under stress, they didn’t show it! 



We’ve celebrated a number of people’s steps in faith over the 

course of the past two months. St Mary’s first nurture course, 

Love, Joy, Peace came to a conclusion in March, with a group 

of 12 people meeting to engage with the key ideas of Christian 

faith. Three baptisms took place: Savannah Matthews on 15th 

March, Daniel Zackl on 26th, and Dorothy Simmons-Patapava 

on 12th April. Five people started preparing for their 

Confirmation at Southwell Minster on the Eve of Pentecost 

(23rd May). If you have a moment, please do pray that Ash, 

Dave, Sarah, Ali, and Morris may receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit and know God’s grace. 

 
 

People 
 

We were delighted to raise a glass to two of St Mary’s most longstanding congregation 

members after the Eucharist on Palm Sunday, as Brian and Dawn both celebrated their 

90th birthdays. Both have contributed enthusiastically to the life of the church for many 

years, and continue to do so. 
 

St Mary’s Young Adults and Over-30s Groups, ‘Ladies Who Lunch’ and the Book Group 

have all been meeting regularly. These friendly groups are always open to new members, 

so just get in touch with the church office if you are interested. 
 

 

On the last day of April, it was good to welcome Craig Berens, CEO 

of the Greater Nottingham Region YMCA. He shared an inspiring 

vision for community-based projects that change the lives of vulnerable 

young people and, in doing so, change the communities themselves. 

 

 

We welcomed a special visitor to St Mary’s on 17th April. Jonathan Mayes is CEO of the 

Cathedral Music Trust - a body which has been a tireless ambassador and invaluable 

funder of the choral tradition in cathedrals and other major churches around the country. 

St Mary’s has benefitted hugely from CMT grants over the years, including the initial funding 

which allowed us to launch the Junior Choirs a few years ago. Jonathan visited Nottingham 

as part of an epic cycling pilgrimage, visiting over 100 choirs across England and Wales in 

just 50 days, and it was a privilege to be able to share with him the success of St Mary’s 

music and our plans for its future. 

 

 

 

 

  



Events 
 

St Mary’s hosted a major event in the bell-ringing world on 28th March, with more than 

200 ringers gathering qualifiers for the National Twelve-Bell Striking Contest: a 

competitive test of skill and accuracy. While the 

Contest was eventually won by the Society of Royal 

Cumberland Youths, Nottingham performed 

creditably. Beyond the competition, it was  a highly-

sociable day with many old friends meeting each other 

to eat, drink, and share a common passion for ringing. 

(Many people also enjoyed the ‘O’-gauge model railway 

layout in the south aisle!) We were grateful to our own 

Organ Scholar, Phil Myles, for playing an organ recital 

in the afternoon, and above all to our own team of 

ringers for the huge amounts of work they put into 

making the event a success.  

 

 

Two artists have exhibited work in church recently. Martin 

Leighton (@spiritual_images1984) brought beautifully crafted 

photographs - many of local scenes - that observed the spirituality 

of nature. Joseph Norris then brought his re-imagining of The 

Virgin in Prayer to Evensong on Passion Sunday, since when it has 

been displayed in the Chancel. After scrupulous study of 17th-

century materials and techniques, Joseph has repainted a famous 

picture by Sassoferrato, yet brought his own experiences of 

darkness to the work in a way that subtly transforms it into an 

icon of hope. 

 

 

Three major concerts took place in St Mary’s. 

Thursday 12th March saw a sell-out crowd for a 

Tribute to Hans Zimmer & Film Favourites, 

with professional musicians playing in 

spectacularly illuminated church. Nottingham 

Bach Choir were joined by St Mary’s own 

Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs for Baroque Brilliance 

on 23rd March, singing music by Bach and Handel. 

Good Friday, meanwhile, featured the 

traditional devotional programme performed by 

St Mary’s Adult Choir and the 18th 

Century Sinfonia. 

  



Among other public events hosted in the 

nave were Gingers Flea Market (“a 

fabulous day of retro fun” on 7th March), a 

Craft & Flea Market on 14th, and the 

Vintage Superstore on 18th April. 

Professor Mary Beard came to St Mary’s 

for the latest Waterstones “meet the 

author” event on 27th April, attracting a sell-

out audience and long waiting-list. 

 

 

 

Church business 
 

The Standing Committee met in March, followed by the full Parochial Church Council on 

8th April. Dominating the agenda at both meetings was the church’s financial situation, 

which is worrying. Put bluntly, we are not meeting our annual running costs and reliant on 

our reserves to pay the bills. This has been the case for a good number of years and cannot 

be allowed to continue. The PCC agreed that all measures necessary to make St Mary’s 

financially stable must be considered so that our mission and ministry can continue to 

flourish. More detail will be shared in the near future.  

 

 

Those who have had a stream of cold water shoot up their 

trouser leg while trying not to trip on the many loose 

paving stones at the west end of the church will have 

appreciated work by the City Council to stabilise and repair 

the path over March. It’s not perfect (and never will be, 

unless a large sum of money can be found to set the 

flagstones on a proper base), but still a massive 

improvement. Nottingham City Council has the legal 

responsibility for care of the churchyard. We’re acutely 

aware that a lot of expensive work needs to be done – not 

least to secure the railings and make safe the retaining wall 

by the steps at the east end of the churchyard), but we are 

grateful to the Council for their willingness to do what they 

can within very limited budgets. 

 

 

Finally, users of the ladies’ toilets will be very grateful to the Friends of St Mary’s who 

have generously offered to pay for work needed to have hot water restored to this part 

of the church after a long absence. All being well, this work should be carried out in the 

coming weeks. 

 

 

  



Out and About with the Vicar 
 

In case you’re wondering what the Vicar’s up to when he says he’s “just popping out of the 

office for a while’, here are some of the things he’s been up to beyond the parish in the 

past two months… 

 

He took a week’s annual leave in March to work as Duty Chaplain at 

Westminster Abbey (something he’s been doing since 2016). This 

role is focused on chaplaincy to those who visit the Abbey – as many 

as 6000 a day in busy periods – as well as leading some parts of the 

Abbey’s worship. It’s an endlessly fascinating environment and a great 

privilege to be part of this extraordinary church. 

 

Coming from an educational background, James is a member of the Diocesan Board of 

Education (DBE) – the body which supports the 73 Church of England schools in 

Nottinghamshire. In April, James joined forced with Victoria Jones (Programme Lead for 

the Archbishops' Young Leaders Award, and formerly Trust Chaplain for Nottingham’s 

Archway Learning Trust) to lead a session for Multi-Academy Trust leaders and trustees 

thinking about how to set a ‘distinctively Christian’ vision for MATs. 

 

The Worshipful Company of Framework Knitters is 

one of the City of London’s historic livery companies, 

tracing its origins back to 1589 when William Lee of 

Calverton invented a means of mechanical knitting and 

revolutionised the textile industry. Today, the Company is 

a significant charity, running almshouses in Oadby and 

providing bursaries for textiles students. As Master’s 

Chaplain, James attended the Framework Knitters banquet 

in Barber-Surgeons Hall, London, on 17th April. 

 

 

Amidst the best of Anglican pomp and ceremony, Stephen 

Evans was installed as the new Dean of Southwell 

Minster on Sunday 19th April, with James representing St 

Mary’s at the service and reading the first lesson. James has 

known Stephen since 2004, and is delighted to have an old 

friend at the Minster who is committed to building the 

important relationship between our two churches. 

 

James was speaker at the Nottingham Club’s St George’s 

Day lunch on 23rd April, discussing the development of 

legends about the man who became England’s patron saint 

and tracing the surprisingly international identity of St 

George. A generous collection at the lunch among Club 

members meant £345 was donated to St Mary’s. 

 



 

Meanwhile … 
 

While all of this was going on, Spring suddenly sprang in the churchyard, bringing to an end 

a rather dark and soggy winter. The tireless efforts of Rachel, our volunteer gardener, 

mean that the churchyard (one of the only green spaces in Nottingham City Centre) has 

never been looking better. As the sun has come out, it’s been good to see so many local 

workers and residents making use of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income. 

Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors. 

Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.  

 
Email    admin@stmarynotts.org       Web   stmarysnottingham.org 

Facebook   Instagram   @stmarysnotts   @stmarysscholars 

Office  Mon-Fri  11-2.30pm  0115 958 2105  

Vicar  The Rev’d Dr James Saunders – vicar@stmarynotts.org 

 

St Mary’s in the Lace Market High Pavement Nottingham NG1 1HN 

 

Registered Charity No 1177652                  CCLI 1220943 

mailto:admin@stmarynotts.org

