IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S
A look back at February 2026

Welcome to our regular summary of the past month at St Mary’s.

As always, we are incredibly grateful to those who time, talents and money have been so
generously donated to sustain the life and mission of St Mary’s.

Faith & Worship

February’s services helped us change focus with the church year, with the end of the
Christmas - Epiphany season on Candlemas and the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday.

|** February was a double celebration for St Mary’s, kept both as
the Feast of Candlemas and the church’s Patronal Festival.
The morning service was sung expertly by our Junior Choirs, with
the traditional Blessing of Candles and Procession to the Font
reminding us of the revelation of Jesus Christ, the “light to lighten
the gentiles”. The evening saw a new candlelit Processional Service
for St Mary’s, with readings and spectacular music that lifted hearts
and minds heavenwards in a rather cold, dark and gloomy time of
the year. (The wine served afterwards in celebration of the church’s
“birthday” also helped!)

The evening Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes on 9™
February marked the start of Lent. It was sombre but beautiful,
with a large congregation reflecting on God’s inexhaustible
promise of mercy. A particular highlight for many was the
performance of Allegri’'s famous Miserere during the
administration of Communion, with a quartet of soloists
positioned in the organ loft and the body of the choir under the
tower, in the crossing. If you missed it, a reminder that you can
listen back to most of our services (including this one) through ===
the church website. Go to www.stmarysnottingham.org and ""‘ :

click on “Listen to Previous Services”. 3



http://www.stmarysnottingham.org/

There have been two special opportunities to explore and deepen | |,
faith during Lent. Many people have taken a copy of our Lent [}
booklet which offers a bible passage, short reflection and prayer | |
for each day of the season, helping establish a simple discipline of [}
‘time out’ to explore the themes of the season. Others have joined &
the Love, Joy, Peace course that has been running on Thursday =
evenings, using a mixture of guided meditation and discussion to
enter more deeply into core Christian ideas, including love,
redemption and forgiveness.

Planning for Holy Week is well underway (it’s nearer than
you think!) with details of all services now available as a
take-away flyer, as well on our website and social media
channels. An exciting new part of the way we will mark
these solemn days is an ecumenical collaboration with our
Catholic friends on Good Friday, as St Mary’s joins with St
Barnabas Cathedral to lead a Procession of Witness across
the city and through Old Market Square. Details to follow,
but put 10 a.m. — midday in your diary! Meanwhile, here is
a dynamic picture of February’s planning meeting, showing
Canon Malachy Brett (Dean of St Barnabas and
unexpectedly excellent breakfast chef) with the Vicar
(always happy to eat the breakfast a Christian brother has
so generously cooked for him).

The baptism of people who have ‘rediscovered’ or come to faith
is always a moving occasion, and we were delighted to pray for
Ajax and Sarah this month, both baptised on 8. They were two
examples of a growing number of adults now coming forwards,
often with powerful experiences of Jesus reaching out to them and
calling them forward.

We also marked the end of two life-journeys in February, commending Bill Crampin (well-
known Nottingham architect and a great supporter of St Mary’s music and historic fabric)
to a greater life with God at a profoundly uplifting funeral on Friday 13®. A large choir,
supported by organ and brass quintet marked the passing of this deeply musical man in the
most appropriate way possible. More quietly, but equally movingly, a small group of family
and friends accompanied the ashes of Jan Buckland (long-standing and much-loved member
of the congregation) to her final resting place at the east end of the churchyard after the
morning service on 5%,



Candlemas celebrations at the start of the month included a tasty
new event: the St Mary’s Patronal Festival Bake-Off & Tea.
Fourteen contestants (in under-1 | and over-1 | categories) showed
off thelr caketacular abilities, each entry carefully judged by Pese

: Beth Mitchell, Flick Scott
and the Vlcar Judglng proved no easy task. Apart from the need to
eat an unhealthy quantity of cake, entries were extremely varied
and of a very high standard. It was an lovely, sociable afternoon for
everyone, and sure to be repeated in 2027.

On a related theme, have you yet tried St Mary’s new Coffee
Mornings, taking place every Tuesday between 10 and |2 (with
the option to join Morning Prayer at 9.30 beforehand and to stay
for half an hour of Contemplative Prayer afterwards)? We can
promise you good company, good coffee (or tea, if preferred!), and
usually a home-made cake or two. Everyone is welcome, whether
or not they are a member of the regular congregation.

The biggest event of the month by far was, of course, Light
Night 2026. Covering a large number of venues across the city
centre, this is a major feature of the Nottingham calendar life,
bringing families and people of all ages together. St Mary’s has
always been one of the most visited places in the city, with many
people this year commenting that the church was the highlight
for them. While persistent, heavy rain on the first night (Friday
6™) saw numbers subdued, but the
crowds returned on the second
night with more than 7000 people
- coming into St Mary’s over the
| two evenings. Those who visited \
found the building spectacularly lit
up, alongside stalls from charities and community
organisations, musical performances, children’s activities, a
place to pray, and huge quantities of refreshments. Our
grateful thanks to everyone who planned and ran this major
event, without whom it would have been impossible.




Another undoubted highlight was the Choir and
Orchestra Concert on the evening of 21° February,
featuring St Mary’s Adult Choir and the church’s ‘in-
house’ Orchestra of the Restoration, directed by very
| own Peter Davis. A very attractive programme of music
by Haydn, Beethoven, and Lauridsen was widely enjoyed.
We are very lucky - few other churches in the country
could put a performance like this entirely from their own
musical resources.

Among other events hosted by the church in February
. was our regular Craft & Flea fair, the Nottingham
! Wine Festival, and a black-tie dinner for
gastroenterologists visiting Nottingham University for a
conference! The nave looked wonderful for the latter.
Surely there can be no more extraordinary venue for
dining in the City?

Other Goings-on

ITV Central News visited St Mary’s on
Thursday 5, filming for a report on the impact of
clergy shortages for local congregations. Several
members of the church were interviewed, with
the resulting item finally being broadcast later in
the month. The Vicar will be signing autographs
after Evensong.

Almost as glamorously, the church hosted the
monthly meeting of Nottingham South Deanery
Chapter on |I™ February, welcoming local
clergy for a lunchtime of prayer, shared news, and
fellowship.

We were very grateful indeed to the |7 volunteers who
took part in the Church Cleaning Morning on Saturday
21 — a chance to get to grips with some of the cleaning
that can’t get done in a regular week when you have such
a huge space to care for. These mornings take place twice
a year and, as ever, it proved a surprisingly sociable
experience, as well as a productive one, finishing with a
shared lunch.




St Mary’s tower welcomed two bands of bell ringers over the course of the month.
Visiting on Friday 27™, the Nottingham University Society of Change Ringers is the student-
run body for promoting campanology within the University of Nottingham. From slightly
further afield, visitors from Oxford University came to ring the following day.

Church business

— =3 A couple of welcome improvements have been made to the
; church fabric in the past month. Regulars in the church kitchen
will have appreciated the new (actually, recycled!) Quooker
tap which means that we can finally wash up in hot water — or
make a cup of tea - without having to boil a kettle. And those
climbing the steps into the churchyard from High Pavement
will have appreciated the repaired handrail that makes the
ascent a bit safer.

Unseen, but definitely an improvement, has been some urgent
remedial work on the floor in the crossing, under the tower.
Investigation of a wobbly area by our stonemasons revealed
that the flagstones which crossed the heating duct were resting
on ... practically nothing and it was only a matter of time
before we lost the entire choir and serving team down the
hole!

Less progress has been made, unfortunately, with the poor state of the path at the west
end of the church. We are very aware of the number of loose and unstable paving stones
and have been emphasising the need for urgent repair to the City Council (who have
responsibility for care of the churchyard) for some time. Action is promised, but no firm
date has been given.

You may also have noticed barriers blocking off the ‘old’ set of steps at the east end of
the churchyard into High Pavement. Although the gate at the bottom has been locked
for many years and the steps are very rarely used, the barriers have been put in place by
the City Council because of concerns about the state of the wall in that area.



The Parochial Church Council met on |I™ February, with a wide-ranging agenda.
Having heard a report from Flick Scott on her work with children and families in the church,
PCC members then focused on the state of the church’s finances, recognising that the
current position of repeated deficit budgets is unsustainable and likely to result in a need
to reduce our activity unless successfully addressed.

The church’s Safeguarding Working Group also met, this time focusing on developing
practical actions to help the congregation understand and engage actively with safeguarding
at St Mary’s.

Meanwhile ...

It was an unfortunate combination....The Vicar
took a few days off towards the end of the
month and then the sun came out. With no one
to force their noses to the grindstone, the staff
team decided to abandon their posts and enjoy
a scenic cup of tea. The Vicar would never have
known about it, if they had just kept quiet. Rest
assured, James is now back in the office, and fun
will no longer be tolerated.
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We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income.
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors.
Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.

Email admin@stmarynotts.org Web stmarysnottingham.org
Facebook Instagram @stmarysnotts @stmarysscholars
Office Mon-Fri 11-2.30pm 0115 958 2105
Vicar The Rev’d Dr James Saunders - vicar@stmarynotts.org
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