
 

 
 

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S 
A look back at January 2026 

 

Welcome to our regular summary of the past month at St Mary’s. 

 

Compared to December, the first month of 2026 has looked cool, calm, and collected. But there 

has still been plenty going on. As always, we are incredibly grateful to those who time, talents 

and money have been so generously donated to sustain the life and mission of St Mary’s. 

 

 

Service highlights 
 

St Mary’s marked The Epiphany of our Lord on Sunday 4th 

January with the Vicar perched perilously on top of a large 

stepladder for the traditional ceremony of ‘Chalking the Doors’. 

This is an ancient way of symbolically blessing the church, 

marking it with the supposed initials of the wise men (Caspar, 

Melchior and Balthasar), the date of the new year, and the sign 

of the cross: 20+C+M+B+26. Despite the misgivings of the 

servers, the Vicar did not fall off, the West door is now ‘chalked’, 

and a short reel of the liturgy that we posted on Instagram has 

received 157,000 views! 

 

 

 

 

The following week was The Baptism of 

Christ and we were privilege to welcome 

Bishop Paulina Hławiczka-Trotman, leader of 

the Lutheran Church in Great Britain as our 

preacher. Bishop Paulina was consecrated in St 

Mary’s in 2024 and has remained a good friend 

of our church. St Mary’s being the sort of church 

it is, much envy was cast on the splendid gold/ 

rose-pink cope that she wore while preaching.  

 

 

  



The refurbished chandeliers that adorn the nave have 

been much admired since they returned to St Mary’s in 

the Autumn on completion of Phase 1 of the lighting 

project. They were originally gifted to the church 

(probably in the 1920s) by Nottingham’s prominent 

Player family. The chandeliers were formally re-

dedicated at Evensong on 18th January and we were 

especially pleased to welcome Peter and Catherine 

Player to join us as we gave thanks for the generosity of 

their forebears. 

 

 

 

 To complete a liturgically active month, we kept 

25th January as the Feast of The Conversion of 

St Paul and were joined at Choral Evensong by 

Fr Mark Williams, Rector of the Haven Group of 

parishes, near Boston, who preached a perfectly-

judged sermon. 

 

 

 

 

Other News 
 

St Mary’s Coffee Mornings launched this 

month, running every Tuesday morning from 10 

– 12 for anyone who wants to come along. 

There are activities for children and plenty of 

time to chat for everyone else. The cakes (which 

may be home-made) and coffee are excellent 

too! Keeping the suggested donation as low as 

possible, we’re hoping these mornings make the 

church welcoming for those who find it 

intimidating to step through our doors on more 

formal occasions, as well as building community 

among the church. Numbers have been steady 

at the first ones, but there is room for plenty 

more. We’ll running them as a trial until Easter, 

following which we will review how well they 

have gone. 

  



 

James completed the Diocese’s “How to be a Better Vicar” 

course (officially called ‘Bishop’s Fireside’, but we think our name’s 

better) with a three-day residential at Wydale Hall, the retreat 

house for the Diocese of York. The course is a chance to spend 

some sustained time thinking about what’s needed to lead a 

church that is healthy, authentic and growing in today’s world. You 

can judge the success of the course over the coming months… 

 

 

 

 

The office team marked the New Year with a 

thorough sort-out of the Chapter House, 

unearthing all kinds of treasure and a large quantity of 

junk in the process. It sort of looks a bit tidier now, 

and at least we know what’s in each of the cupboards. 

Adele was there as well, but too canny to get caught 

in this terrible selfie. 
 

 

Plans, Events and Meetings 
 

January is a month for new resolutions and facing the future, so ideal for meetings that plan 

for the success of forthcoming events.  
 

We’ve had a lot of meetings in the past four weeks, with 

groups looking forward to Light Night (early February), 

display of works by two local artists (February and March), 

the High Sheriff’s Legal Service (22nd March), an exciting 

ecumenical collaboration with St Barnabas Catholic 

Cathedral on Good Friday.  
 

Included among the many events being planned were two 

major bellringing days: a qualifier for the National Twelve 

Bell Striking Competition (28th March) and the Ringing 

World National Youth Bellringing Competition (5th July). 

Both are major competitions that will bring hundreds of 

keen campanologists to St Mary’s, and it’s a major privilege 

to be chosen to host. There are even exciting rumours that 

a model railway may feature on one of the days… Our 

thanks go to Ed and Paul, and all our brilliant band of ringers, 

for enabling all this to happen. 
 

In the past month, the nave was once again turned into an 

exam hall for students from Nottingham College, this 

time sitting exams in marketing. We remembered them in 

our prayers at a stressful time. 



On the ‘business’ side of church life, St Mary’s Choral 

Scholarships Trust (Chair: Ellie Story) met to discuss 

the funding, wellbeing, and progress of our wonderful 

choral scholars. As you can see from the picture, they 

definitely gain wisdom and maturity from their time with 

us. 

 

 

The PCC Standing & Finance Committee also met, 

on 21st January. Among the weighty items on their agenda 

were a draft plan to move St Mary’s to a position of 

financial sustainability, a review of numbers attending 

worship, and plans to develop work with children and families at St Mary’s. All these 

matters will be considered further by the PCC in mid-February, so look out for more detail 

in next month’s TMASM. 

 

 

People 
 

 

Many of you will have got to know Katrina Bentsen, who was in 

Nottingham for a year as an intern in the Lutheran Bishop’s Office 

and a chaplain at Nottingham University. Katrina loved St Mary’s 

and made it her second home whenever her commitments in the 

Lutheran Church allowed, before returning to the United States in 

late August. We’re delighted to hear that she was ordained on 10th 

January and is now serving as a pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Freeland, in Washington State. Our prayers go with her. 

 

 

On the home team, 1st January saw the official start of Adele Siepmann as St Mary’s 

Operations Director. After a thorough handover from Nick Turner, Adele has really been 

enjoying getting to know St Mary’s and is already showing herself highly efficient in dealing 

with insurance, buildings, online giving platforms and other such arcane matters.  

 

 

Nick Turner was not allowed to go quietly into retirement, 

of course. Against his better judgement, he allowed himself to 

be thanked publicly over a glass or two of wine after the 

service on Sunday 4th, when we were able to hand over the 

proceeds of the collection taken to mark the end of a long 

and fruitful career. Nick has made it clear that he intends 

remain a regular worshipper and helping hand at St Mary’s (as 

he has been since 1985), but admits he’s looking forward to 

not being in church quite as much as he has been in the past 

couple of years. 



 

After a couple of appearances presiding at the Eucharist, it’s about 

time we properly introduced Revd Dr Robin McKenzie. Robin is 

Assistant Professor in Operations Management and Information 

Systems at Nottingham University Business School, but has also 

generously offered help every couple of months at St Mary’s. Before 

moving to Nottingham eight years ago, Robin was priest for parishes 

in Cambridgeshire, having started his ‘church career’ as curate in 

Shrewsbury. 

 

 

We were sorry to hear that Lucy Haigh, Director of the Junior Choirs, will be unable to 

return to work for some time yet, as she continues medical treatment. Realistically it looks 

as if she will not be back with us before September. In the meantime, Lucy retains an active 

interest in what’s happening at St Mary’s and work with the choirs and local primary schools 

continues, thanks to Peter Davis and Flick Scott. 
 

 

Nottingham (St Mary’s) Relief in Need 
 

Have you ever noticed the charity banner at the back of church advertising the Relief in 

Need Charity? Not everyone is aware of the work of this historic charity, still closely 

connected with St Mary’s.  
 

In 1524, Thomas Willoughby left a horse and saddle in his will, which was sold and the 

funds used to help the needy. Over the next five centuries, many other generous local 

benefactors have supported the charity with donations. The funds originally supported the 

people who lived in the Parish of St Mary’s, Nottingham when many were living in 

desperately poor conditions. Today, the charity had its own board of trustees (independent 

of the church, but with church members serving on the board) and is there to help people 

throughout the city of Nottingham, irrespective of their faith or what parish they live in. 
 

Relief in Need supports people who find themselves in a position of financial hardship. For 

example, mothers, many of them victims of domestic violence who have been re-housed 

in unfurnished accommodation and many other applicants in difficult personal and financial 

circumstances. Means-tested applications arrive through a network of social workers and 

charity, housing and health support workers identifying basic item(s) needed to minimise 

hardship and distress. The charity then arranges to buy the items – things like a cooker, a 

child’s cot, a fridge, a washing machine, or bed. Administration of the grants is generously 

supported by our near neighbours on Kayes Walk, Rothera Bray, who work pro bono. 
 

If you want to know more or to make 

a donation to continue the charity’s 

work for the future, just chat to Len 

Simmonds or James go online to 

www.nottinghamreliefinneed.org.uk. 

  



Fabric 
In last month’s TMASM, we were able to share 

the good news of our success in the first 

round of our application to the National 

Lottery Heritage Fund, and were invited 

to put forward a detailed bid for the £4.2 

million that we need to complete work to re-

lead the roof and prevent further 

deterioration to stained glass windows.  
 

This was followed on 20th January by a site 

visit to St Mary’s by officers from the NHLF 

East Midlands Region to see for themselves 

where the money will go and help us think 

through crucial questions we need to address 

for a successful Round 2 bid. It was a helpful 

and supportive, but made clear that there is a 

great deal of work to do in the coming 

months. We were grateful to the NHLF 

officers for their encouragement, as also to 

our excellent professional advisers: Peter 

Rogan (our church architect), John Patrick and 

Anne Irving (heritage project consultants).  

 

 

 

On a smaller scale, but definitely appreciated by many of us, 

you’ll be pleased to note that the handrail by the steps on High 

Pavement has now been repaired and reinstated. The work was 

more complicated than you might imagine, and we’re grateful to 

Bob for doing such careful work. 

 

 

Vision 
 

The PCC has spent a significant amount of time over the last few months developing a 

Vision Statement for St Mary’s. This has been a valuable exercise helping us think about the 

distinctive calling of our church (why has God placed us in the heart of the city?), what we 

most value about it, and how we would love St Mary’s to be in three / five / ten years’ time. 

From that point, we can start to work on what we need to do to edge a little closer to the 

day when vision becomes the reality. 
 

We’re planning to share the Vision Statement much more widely in the near future and 

begin some conversations about what it means, but for the moment, you can have an 

advance look at the ‘short’ version over the page …  



 
  



And finally… 
 

It’s been a real encouragement in the first month of a new year 

to welcome to St Mary’s a good number of people who have 

discovered or returned to Christian faith and want to further 

explore its life-transforming power. They have often wanted to 

discuss baptism and confirmation, and simply to know more. If 

this is you, the whole congregation is delighted to welcome you, 

and you should know you that we are regularly praying for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income. 

Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors. 

Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.  

 
Email    admin@stmarynotts.org       Web   stmarysnottingham.org 

Facebook   Instagram   @stmarysnotts   @stmarysscholars 

Office  Mon-Fri  11-2.30pm  0115 958 2105  

Vicar  The Rev’d Dr James Saunders – vicar@stmarynotts.org 
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