IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S
A look back at December 2025

Welcome to our regular summary of the past month at St Mary’s. We extend our
grateful thanks to everyone who contributes to the life and mission of the church.

Merry Christmas!

" Preparations for Christmas drew large crowds of people
into St Mary’s in December. On the basis of the figures
we recorded, we think we welcomed approximately
6400 people for services and events between the start
' of the month and Christmas morning, and served
i somewhere around 1500 mince pies!

Among the Carol Services we hosted for friends and partners in the
city, we were delighted to welcome faith schools from the Z5S%
Archway Learning Trust on |** December — the first time the
schools in the Trust have all come together for celebration and
worship and the first time we’ve been able to welcome their new
Chief Executive, James Higham, to the church. Sadly, the service was
also the swansong for Victoria Jones, their amazing Trust Chaplain,
who moves to a new job with the Church of England in the New
Year. Victoria has built a strong relationship with St Mary’s in the
past year and we will be very sorry to see her go (although pleased
she continues to live in Nottingham).

Another new event in St Mary’s December
calendar was Together at Christmas, a
celebration of the power of love to
transform lives and communities. The
. Prince and Princess of Wales have led this
festival for the past five years and following
the national service at Westminster Abbey,
St Mary’s hosted the service for our local
region, in collaboration with Professor
Veronica Pickering, Lord-Lieutenant of
Nottinghamshire. The service brought
together more than 300 specially-invited




people from across the City and County to celebrate love in all its forms, honouring those
who volunteer their time, lead initiatives that bring people together, or offer a helping hand
to those around them. Together, the congregation celebrated the love of Jesus Christ,
made real in those who bring light to darkness. A brilliant short film reflecting on the
service can be seen online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEC nSdVVyS8lI

Alongside these new services, we've
continued to welcome organisations with
which we enjoy longstanding relationships,
celebrating carol services with the
University of Nottingham, Nottingham
High School and Nottingham Girls High
School.

Our ‘in-house’ Christmas worship was
extremely well-attended, starting with the
annual favourite of the Christingle Service
on 7" December, joined by 200 adults and
nearly 90 children, ably led by the Junior
Choirs. We must thank the (grown up)
' volunteers who came together the previous
day for the sticky job of making all the
Christingles as well!

The Junior Choirs also sang exceptionally well for their own Choristers’ Carol Service
the following Sunday. It was wonderful to hear their development over time into such a
professional musical ensemble, tackling demanding repertoire with real confidence and
leading so many people in in worship.

Lace Market Carols is our service for people working or
shopping in the city centre and has become a fixture of many
people’s diaries. Just under 400 people came along, with the staff
of entire businesses closing down for lunchtime in order to join.
¥ We're very grateful to lots of community partners for making
this service such a success, including the Workplace Chaplaincy,
Rothera Bray (for providing refreshments afterwards) and
Nottingham Girls High School Vocalise Choir for providing
music.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEC_nSdWy8I

Following Evensong on 21*, Wine & Carols has grown more
and more popular with word clearly having got around the city.
Two years ago, 60 people attended; last year it was |150; and this
year, 260! It’s a deliberately informal way to bring people into St
Mary’s whom we might not otherwise see, with favourite carols
and a glass of mulled wine creating a very special atmosphere and
the chance to invite everyone back for our other services. Our |
grateful thanks to members of the Adult Choir for helping the
singing along and taking some public abuse from the vicar!
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On Christmas Eve, the annual service of
Nine Lessons & Carols was as full as
anyone could remember, with a count of
543 people enjoying some spectacularly
good singing from the choir and a sermon
from the Bishop of Southwell. Peace and
beauty characterised Midnight Mass,
with great joy at the Eucharist on
Christmas morning. Both of these
services were also well-attended, with
congregations showing a 50% increase on
2024.
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We also should not forget this year’s Christmas Tree
Festival, which saw the church decorated with a record
number of trees, all enthusiastically decorated by local
businesses and charities, and other organisations.




December Events

Alongside all the services, the church also had a
particularly packed events programme in the
course of the month.

The incredible, unique space of the nave was the
venue for two events for local businesses.
Impression Digital (a digital marketing agency
with offices on King Street) came for a major
networking event, while Rothera Bray solicitors
(our near-neighbours and long-term supporters,
employing more than 250 people) held their
Christmas dinner and entertainment. Events of
this type are important for connecting us with
the business community in our city and also for
the church’s finances. The fact we can hold them
is due to the forward thinking of the people at St
Mary’s who planned the refurbishment of the
nave floor and installation of underfloor heating
back in the 2010s. No one wants to party in
freezing cold building, no matter how beautiful!

The church also hosted a series of concerts, attracting significant audiences. Nottingham
Music Hub returned for two enthusiastic performances of Christmas music by large
numbers of talented children and young people from the city’s schools. Nadia Eide (chart-
topping soprano and star of The Voice UK) came on her Winter Light national tour, the
Piccadilly Sinfonietta performed Vivaldi’s Four Seasons by Candlelight, while Fever Up
brought Candlelight Christmas Classics.

We were also particularly delighted to see the return
of two fantastic local choirs to the church. Belters
Choir (an all women group of a capella singers) raised
£4000 for the work of Emmanuel House while the
ever-exuberant Sing it Bold! Gospel Choir gave two
performances on 13" December, benefitting church |
funds by £1900.




Church Fabric

Some very good news arrived in mid-December
with confirmation that we have been successful
in the first round of our application to the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, and are
now invited to put forward a detailed bid for the
£4.2 million (or so!) that we need to re-lead the
roof and prevent stained glass windows
deteriorating further, thereby removing the
church from English Heritage’s ‘at risk’ register.
If successful, the bid could also fund some minor
landscaping of the West end of the churchyard
to make it more pleasant and accessible for use,
along with new heritage interpretation material
to help visitors understand the significance of St
Marys. The second round bid will take time to
develop as we attempt to scope fully the work
that needs doing and how much it will cost, but
we will be able to give further updates in the
coming months.

In another bit of good news, we learned that Nottinghamshire Historic Churches Trust
were able to pay out a £4000 grant for the repairs to the South transept gable that caused
such problems in 2023. We are very grateful to NHCT for their support.

High up above us, our regular (and endlessly helpful) contractors MSM spent several days
undertaking preventative maintenance on St Mary’s roofs and drains as part of a new
contract recently agreed with the PCC. They also completed £25,000-worth of work to
patch the failing lead on various parts of the roof, with the aim of fixing some of the worst
leaks. This was paid for by a generous grant from the Headley Trust.

In Other News

After a break of several years, St Mary’s Sunday School (“Bible
Explorers”) re-launched on Advent Sunday, with a second meeting
on 21* December. The activities were well-received by all and mark
an important milestone in our efforts to cater more effectively for
the needs of children and their families.




Southwell Minster, our diocesan cathedral,
has built an increasingly close relationship
with St Mary’s in recent times, the two
churches sharing a similar calling to build
connections with the people and
institutions of county and city that bind
our  communities  together.  The
appointment of a new Dean of
Southwell was announced in mid-
December, and the relationship between
our two churches was strengthened still
further by the visit of Canon Stephen
Evans as part of the official media ‘launch’.

We were delighted to welcome someone who promises to be a good friend and ally for
St Mary’s. Strange coincidence: Stephen is currently Rector of St Marylebone Church in
London but was previously Rector of Uppingham, where he knew James well!

Local charity Refugee Roots does
iJ extraordinary work to support, integrate
/8 and connect people who arrive in the city
as refugees and asylum-seekers. For the
past term, they have been using the nave of
the church for language classes, with 35 or
" more people attending each week to work
A with the charity’s staff and volunteers. The
term finished with a shared meal, and they
have just signed up to use St Mary’s
through to the Summer.

We were also delighted to have their Director, Adam Baker, to preach at Evensong on
Sunday 14", as part of our City Through Different Eyes sermon series.

Other visiting preachers in December included Rev'd
Monika Doering, Paediatric Chaplain for Nottingham University
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, and Canon Tim Alban-Jones
MBE, Vice Dean of Peterborough Cathedral.




St Mary’s Advent Study Group met for the first three
Wednesdays of the month to reflect on the Coming of Christ
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ | under the themes ‘what hope?, ‘what now?’ and ‘what next?’. The
diverse group tackled some challenging ideas and occasionally
reached some conclusions! Also meeting on 4™ December was
the Book Group, which discussed How Far to Bethlehem?, a
retelling of the Nativity story by Norah Lofts.

A Journey Through Advent
in Three Sessions

TR — On the social side, Ladies who Lunch gathered for coffee on 3™
December while the growing Young Adults Group (18-30s)

gathered in church for a shared meal and board games on the
afternoon of Sunday 7. And launching with coffee at Bear in Hockley on Saturday 20%
was the brand-new 30+ Group. All three would make new members very welcome.

A Growing Church

A lot of people have noticed that we have more people coming to St Mary’s now, with
particular growth since September. We don’t have a clear understanding of what is driving
that, but it’s unlikely to be a single factor. Possible reasons include the ‘Quiet Revival’ seen
in many places across the UK (especially among young men); a search for connection,
meaning, stability and peace; renewed interest in the power of ritual and liturgy; the quality
of the worship offered at St Mary’s; more effective use of our social media to ‘tell St Mary’s
story’ and the stability provided by having a permanent vicar in place.

Whatever the reason, lots of people are coming to try us at the moment. Hanging onto
them means helping them form and build relationships with others in the church —
something we can all do, week by week as we look out for newcomers and make them
welcome.

Of course, if a church becomes too obsessed with increasing the number of people
attending services, it’s likely to miss a lot that’s unmeasurable but important. However,
ultimately it does matter that the church is growing, because the good news of Christ is
not only for us — it's what many people are seeking for their lives.

For this reason, we record and monitor attendance quite carefully, so we can see ‘what’s
working’ and what’s not’. Every year, we also have to report our attendance figures for the
month of October to the Church of England, where they are included in the published
national statistics. The figures we have reported just recently were striking...



Average Adult Attendance No. Growth

Sunday morning 2024 84

2025 121 44%
Sunday evening 2024 42

2025 6l 45%
Wednesday evening 2024 36

2025 57 58%

Attendance at Christmas services showed similar growth.

None of this means we are bound to continue to grow. That will require a lot of planning,
work and prayer. However, it’s probably OK to allow ourselves a moment at the end of
2025 to celebrate just a little!

And on the 7* Day ...

A church that is this busy through Advent and
Christmas is heavily reliant on the labour of her many
volunteers. We are incredibly grateful to everyone
who has helped us connect with our community so
effectively in the past month, and made St Mary’s the
place where so many people have encountered a little
bit of the joy and peace promised by Christ’s birth.
Thank you!

We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income.
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors.
Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.

Email admin@stmarynotts.org Web stmarysnottingham.org
Facebook Instagram @stmarysnotts @stmarysscholars
Office Mon-Fri 11-2.30pm 0115 958 2105
Vicar The Rev’d Dr James Saunders - vicar@stmarynotts.org
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