IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S
A look back at November 2025

Welcome to our regular summary of the past month at St Mary’s. We extend our
grateful thanks to everyone who contributes to the life and mission of the church.

People

At the start of the month, we were very pleased to be able
to announce that Adele Siepmann will be our next

ir= Operations Director, succeeding Nick Turner as he
len; retires on 3

|** December. Adele is already well-known to

many in St Mary’s, having worked as Parish Secretary in the
days when we were a joint parish with St Peter’s and All
Saints. She is currently Business Manager at St Peter’s with
All Saints, and brings a wealth of knowledge in church
administration which will be invaluable as she joins St
Mary’s.

On a sadder note, we were very sorry that Lucy Haigh, who directs St Mary’s
Junior Choirs, is having to take an extended period of leave as she receives
medical treatment. While Lucy is away, we are exceptionally fortunate that the
‘in-house’ team of Peter Davis and Flick Scott will be able to keep the Junior
Choirs running as normal and we obviously keep Lucy in our thoughts and
prayers through a difficult time.

Worship

November is a month when we celebrate some of the most moving and
beautiful liturgical occasions in the Church’s year.



The annual Remembrance Sunday service was enriched g r‘,_ ,_
by the presence of large numbers of regular, reserve, cadet || o5 "y
and veteran military personnel, alongside civic dignitaries and o
large numbers of people who simply came to honour the
fallen and re-commit themselves to pursue peace. We are
grateful to all those who assisted in making this such a special
occasion, among them the band of the South Notts Hussars

Regimental Association and our own Adult Choir.

That evening was marked by a well-attended
Requiem Eucharist, with a small group of
instrumental players accompanying the Adult
Choir in their deeply moving liturgical
performance of Fauré’s Requiem as we
remembered the departed with thanksgiving, in
the light of resurrection hope.

November 30" was Advent Sunday and the wonderful Advent Procession
marked the start of the season with pinpoints of candlelight piercing the

darkness as our thoughts turned to the coming of Jesus Christ, the Light of the
World.




We welcomed two visiting preachers at Evensong this
month, in our City Through Different Eyes series. Just
a fortnight before he retired as Chief Executive of
Emmanuel House, Denis Tully spoke powerfully of the
severe multiple disadvantage which drives so many
people into homelessness, while Alex Rodmell from &
Christians Against Poverty gave us some thought- S5,
provoking sketches of the implications of living in a city
where some wards have almost half of all children
growing up in poverty.

NE™WrrLy

As thoughts turned towards the busy-ness of December, the
church hosted a Quiet Morning led by Angela Ashwin
| (spiritual writer and Lay Canon of Southwell) on Wednesday
I 26™ November —a welcome chance to stop, reflect, and pray.

baptisms of Emily Blomstein (2") and Theo Hanney 2§ &
Davies (16%), and the Confirmation of Ste Allan, Oliver =
Lewis and Geoff Hackett at Southwell Minster on the l :
Feast of Christ the King (23™).

Interfaith Week

During Interfaith Week (9" — 16™ November),
James joined an evening ‘round table’,
hosted by the Nottingham Interfaith Council,
bringing together faith leaders and statutory
community services to discuss issues around
social cohesion. One of the clear outcomes of
that meeting was the importance of face-to-face
meetings in building trust and bringing people
together around common goals. St Mary’s was
therefore delighted to work with Ed
Attenborough (High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire) and host a small group of the
city’s faith leaders for dinner in the nave. If there is one thing that St Mary’s
knows, it’s the importance of food in building community!




A little later in the month, James also sat down with
Kusaladevi, Chair of Nottingham Buddhist
Centre, our near-neighbours in the Lace Market.
They identified a lot of concerns we have in
common and a clear wish for our two communities
to know each other better. More on this, hopefully,
in the New Year.

Events

As part of our Remembrance week reflections, we
were pleased to have retired firefighter, local
historian and friend of St Mary’s, Dave Needham
to give a fascinating talk about the Civil Defence
& Fire Service in Nottinghamshire during
the Second World War, including the traumatic
night in November 1941 when St Mary’s was
almost lost to fire after the south transept roof
was hit by an incendiary bomb.

We were delighted to welcome the Nottingham &
District Society of Organists for a visit on the
morning of 22" November as they came to hear a
short recital by Director of Music, Peter Davis, on St
Mary’s distinctive Marcussen organ and then try this
= famous instrument out for themselves.

Our ever-dedicated team of bell ringers are already practising in earnest for
the National |2-bell Striking Contest (a major national competition), with St
Mary’s down to host one of the qualifying rounds next March. St Mary’s
reputation as a significant tower (and enjoyable ring) brought visiting ringers
from the Northern University Association, while our home team rang a peal in
honour of our Organist Emeritus, John Keys, on 8th.



November as St Mary’s hosted ‘Step inside Stretch’
for NottDance — an interactive installation made from
hundreds of strands of shimmering elastic, as well as
another ‘meet the author’ evening for Waterstones
and a welcome return for the popular Craft & Flea =
fair. ’

In preparation for the Christmas Tree Festival,
24 trees were delivered to the church on 257
November, including a |19-foot monster for the
south transept which called forth three
stonemasons, blood, sweat and tears to get it
vertical... It was lovely to welcome people from
lots of local businesses and charities to decorate
their trees the following Friday.

The new series of the BBC drama,
Sherwood, was being filmed in
Nottingham this month. Let down by a
double-booked venue, we were
delighted to be able to offer the film
crew a warm place to eat lunch. Still
hoping this means we might star in a
future series...

Fabric & Furniture

The first milestone was passed in the long journey towards repair of St Mary’s
failing lead and stained glass as we submitted an Expression of Interest (EOI)
form to the National Lottery Heritage Fund. The EOI outlines £4.2 million-
worth of work that needs completing before the church can be removed from
English Heritage’s ‘at risk’ register. Alongside this essential repair work, the EOI
outlines ambitions to make St Mary’s fascinating heritage more accessible to the
public and improvements to the churchyard - one of very few green spaces in
the city centre. We should get a reply from the Heritage Lottery Fund



s sometime before Christmas which, if successful, will
& allow us to develop a fully-detailed plan for submission
for a Stage 2 application.

If you’re wondering how it can possibly need more
than £4 million to replace a bit of lead and glass, then
some recent expenditure might give pause for
thought ...

Earlier in November, we had to replace three broken
padlocks (used to secure the church doors and
churchyard gates). Our insurance company specifies high-security locks and,
because we have at least eight other gates / doors on identical keys, the new
padlocks had to match the existing ones. That meant a bill of £300 per padlock,
or £900 in total. We also need to replace a fan on one of the church boilers
(we’re currently running the heating on only one boiler, which increases wear
and tear and means we have no back-up system). Cost of a new fan: £3012
exactly!

Thanks to a generous grant from the Friends of St Mary’s,
a set of rather tatty chairs usually hidden away in the
Vicar’s Vestry have been re-upholstered and restored to
ceremonial use on Sunday mornings. They are much
appreciated by the servers who use them.

Surely two organs is not enough for a church
like St Mary’s? Fortunately, Nottingham Bach
Choir has come to our rescue with a request
to provide a safe home for their small-but-
 perfectly-formed continuo organ, now
# housed in the Chancel and wuseful for
accompanying Tudor, Jacobean, and baroque
B music. On a soaking wet day, everyone else
. derived a lot of amusement from the sight of
s two organists - Peter Davis (St Mary’s) and
Peter Siepmann (Bach Choir) conveying the
organ through the streets from its former home in St Peter’s. An online caption
competition produced many suggestions, with only some of them printable...




Finance

A number of church committees held meetings during November, including the
Friends of St Mary’s (who also produced their latest magazine), trustees of
the St Mary’s Restoration & Development Fund, the PCC’s Finance
Working Group and Standing and Finance Committee. We’re very
grateful to all the volunteers who give so generously of their time to serve the

church in this way.
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While these meetings talked about many things,
money was a common theme to all of them. As
shared during the Stewardship campaign in
October, St Mary’s faces a significant financial
shortfall in the coming year, with expenditure
threatening to outpace income by more than
£60,000. Left unaddressed, this will seriously
impact on our ability to serve the city. We are very
grateful to all who responded by reviewing their
donations to St Mary’s. Thank you! At the time, the
website of the Parish Giving Scheme (our
recommended vehicle for regular giving) was down
for maintenance. The good news is that it’'s now
back up and running at www.parishgiving.org.uk, if
you are still considering what you could give.



http://www.parishgiving.org.uk/

We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income.
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation stations by the doors.
Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.

Email admin@stmarynotts.org Web stmarysnottingham.org
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