IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S
A look back at October 2025

Welcome to our regular summary of what’s been happening at St Mary’s over the past month.
We extend our most grateful thanks to everyone who contributes to the life and mission of the church.

People

After a successful interview process, we have now appointed a successor to Nick Turner, who will be
retiring at the end of December. Watch this space for an announcement of our new Operations
Director, coming very soon...

Our new LLM, Chi Nwachukwu, was licensed by the Bishop of Sherwood at a
wonderful service in Southwell Minster on 4™ October and preached for the first
time at St Mary’s at Evensong on 26™. Chi is a volunteer with a hectic working
life so the time he can give us is unavoidably more limited than he would like,
but we're delighted to have him on board and privileged to watch his new ,41@
ministry develop.

Meanwhile, Flick Scott started work as our Younger Disciples
Lead on |* October. She has already improved the resources we
offer children attending our Sunday worship, has re-located the
Children’s Corner, and is planning both seasonal activities and a
regular Sunday School option. Do watch this space for Flick’s
exciting ideas!
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The new university year got properly underway in October, and we’ve been
delighted to welcome a good number of new and returning students to our _
services. Sunday mornings and our two weekly Evensongs have all attracted
interest. Particularly special was the parish lunch on 12" October, which saw |

a lovely, diverse mix of ages and backgrounds sat around tables in the nave to
share a meal, bringing older and newer members of the congregation together.
Special thanks to Beth, Tony, and all those who helped them provide the
magnificent food.

Three funerals took place in church in October. Our prayers are with the
families of the late Jan Buckland (former churchwarden), John King (former
chorister) and Gordon Brown.




Worship

Sunday 5" October saw a very busy morning service sung to an incredibly high
standard by the Junior Choirs. As well as celebrating Harvest Festival, we
admitted new choristers to the choir and baptised a very smiley Maximos
Nousios. Don’t even ask how we fitted all this into 59 minutes! 174kg of tinned
and dried harvest gifts were donated to local charities (Meadows Foodbank
and Emmanuel House), while a marvellous display of fruit and vegetables was
sold off after the service in return for donations to church funds.

The morning Eucharist on Sunday 12" addressed
financial stewardship as its theme, with James
sharing St Mary’s significant financial challenges and
inviting us to consider reviewing our regular giving to the church. It wasn’t all
about giving your money away, however. As small token, every member of the
congregation was invited to take a flowering cyclamen away with them at the
end of the service!

The same day, we welcomed students
from Bluecoat Aspley Academy, with
their chaplain, Victoria Jones, to launch our occasional sermon
series called ‘“The City Through Different Eyes’. This series
will help us better understand the city in which we live through
the experiences of those who share its communities with us.
Future sermons will introduce us to life as a refugee, a university
student, a homeless person and someone living with poverty.
The Bluecoat students could not have got us off to a better start,
talking in a deeply moving and personal way about their lives,
challenges and hopes. You can read their talk (and, indeed, all
sermons given in St Mary’s) on the church website:
https://stmarysnotts.wordpress.com/.

A popular event after Evensong on 5" October saw an eclectic mix of people
gather to sing well-known hymns in the nave, accompanied by some food and
drink. Reacquainting ourselves with such dubious favourites as Lord of the Dance,
we enjoyed Peter Davis’s pyrotechnic piano accompaniments, a couple of bonus
items from the choir, and the mountains of food and drink that choir members
so kindly provided.

It was really good to hear our own ‘in-house’ Orchestra of the Restoration
perform under the direction of Peter Davis for the first time on Saturday |1
With two superb young soloists and an attractive programme of pieces, the
concert was a great success.

It’s been a hectic month with external events, with St Mary’s hosting seven major occasions, including the
Nottingham Coffee Festival, craft and fashion sales, two orchestral gigs for the Hockley Hustle (a
major community event), and a candlelit Tribute to Ed Sheeran, Coldplay and Adele with the


https://stmarysnotts.wordpress.com/
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B PLIN « for making ends meet but, just as importantly, bring hundreds of people into St Mary’s
i ﬂacx who would not otherwise have come through our doors, introducing them to the
beauty of the building and the living Christian community which takes care of it. We
cannot thank our tireless Events Manager, Duncan, and his team of volunteer helpers
enough for making all this possible.

© EESSST T 41 Degrees String Quartet! These events make money for the church which is crucial

Finally, we were privileged to partner with the Methodist and Lutheran Churches
to host Bishop Rose Hudson-Wilkin for an inspiring evening in which she talked
about her extraordinary life, from an abusive childhood in Jamaica, through racial
prejudice in the UK to an ordained career in the Church of England that has seen
her as Speaker’s Chaplain in the House of Commons and Bishop of Dover. Given
her trip to Nottingham fell on the same day as the new Archbishop of Canterbury
was announced, we were half expecting her to cancel, but she dashed up from Kent
to be with us only a few minutes late.

Community Engagement and Partnerships

We're delighted to see such healthy numbers attending the language classes being
offered by Refugee Roots on Tuesday evenings in the nave and pleased to continue
building our relationship with this an excellent local charity.

We don’t always thank our bellringers — high above us and usually out of sight — for
the sterling service they give. This month, apart from themselves ringing for every
Sunday service, they have welcomed visiting bands from Birmingham St Martin’s in the
Bullring, Melbourne (Derbyshire) and the Ancient Society of College Youths.

The Vicar is honoured to have been asked to be the next
Chaplain to the Worshipful Company of Framework
Knitters — one of the historic Livery companies with close
connections to our region. Framework knitters being a bit
thin on the ground these days, the Company now acts as a
charitable fundraiser, running almshouses in Oadby and
supporting students in the textile industries through
university scholarships and work experience opportunities.
James’s first duty was truly arduous: a white-tie banquet in
the City of London. He is still recovering from the
exertions...

Also in James’s diary this month was the annual Diocesan Conference, held at a Christian conference
centre in Derbyshire. This event brings together all Southwell & Nottingham clergy, with many lay
ministers (including our own Richard Gutteridge) for three days of study, refreshment and worship.

Fabric

Good news! Work to remove residual asbestos from the boiler and blower rooms beneath the Chapel
of the Holy Spirit was completed to schedule and both spaces can now be accessed safely once again.
Thank you for bearing with the untidiness in church while the work was underway.



You may already know about our work with consultants on a bid to the
National Lottery Heritage Fund (NLFH) that will address the urgent
restoration work identified in the 2023 architect’s Quinquennial Inspection
(likely to cost several million pounds). After extensive feedback from the
PCC and other church members, Irving Patrick have now produced a
developed draft of the Expression of Interest document that we will soon
submit to the NLHF. This is only the first stage in the process, but success at
this point will unlock funds to develop a fully detailed project brief.

The refurbished chandelier lights in the nave have been much admired
since they were re-hung over the Summer. Back in the early 20th century,
these were a gift from the Player family and we’re delighted to have been able
to trace descendants of the original donors and invite them to a formal re-
dedication of the lights in the New Year. So, a date for the diary: Evensong
on Sunday 18" January, which will be followed by a small reception.

PCC and Committees

The PCC met on 15" October with a busy agenda. Apart from dealing with routine business (for example,
finance and fabric reports), the meeting also reviewed a draft of St Mary’s new Vision Statement. This
was an opportunity to think about what our church is ultimately called to be and achieve. Thinking clearly
about this will help us prioritise our resources and identify what areas we need to spend more time
developing.

A new group met for the first time this month. The Safeguarding Strategy Group aims to promote
wide understanding of the importance of safeguarding within the life of the church; increase awareness of
best safeguarding practice within the context of faith communities and promote its use within St Mary’s;
be the ‘eyes and ears’ of safeguarding within the church and proactively raise areas where culture or
practice could be improved; and assist with the development of safeguarding policy and procedures.
Importantly, the group will not discuss any individual cases or confidential information — knowledge of
which remains restricted to the Vicar and Parish Safeguarding Officer.

And finally...

Next month will see two very special Remembrance services: the civic service in the morning and, in
the evening, a moving liturgical Requiem Eucharist to the music of Faure’s Requiem, in an arrangement for
choir and string ensemble. Also to look forward to on the evening of 30" November will be our traditional
Advent Procession. For December, we’re currently at nine Carol services and counting...
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