IN THE LACE MARKET

THIS MONTH AT ST MARY’S

A look back at September 2025

Welcome to a new publication which, as the name suggests, will now be appearing monthly. St Mary’s is a very
busy church and we’re aware that we simply don’t tell our regular congregation enough about what’s happening.
The aim of TMASM is to put this right. Each month we’ll produce a short digest of the most notable goings-on,
alert you to some of the decisions we’ve been taking, and even tell you what the vicar’s been up to. Hopefully, it

will be informative and it may even, occasionally, be interesting!

People

us from St John’s, Beeston.

The PCC has happily agreed that Chi Nwachukwu will become St Mary’s new
LLM (Licensed Lay Minister — what used to be called a ‘Reader’) after his
licensing in early October. Chi has been involved for some years at St Peter’s
Church and has also got to know St Mary’s well in recent months. We look
forward to seeing more of him in the future.

work with the Christians of the future.

Nick Turner has announced he plans to retire from his role as Operations Director on 3

September saw a welcome return for our Adult and Junior choirs after
the Summer break. The success of the training choir last year means we now
have more children as ‘full’ choristers than ever before. For the adults, Peter
Davis started as our new Director of Music and we have already
appreciated his energy and enthusiasm for the job. Our Choral Scholars
have returned as the new academic year begins: we’re delighted to welcome
El, George, Gretel, and Isaac who are joining returners Dom, Jasmine, Jude,
and Sam to make up the 2025-26 cohort. We've also been able to recruit a
new Organ Scholar to replace the irreplaceable William, as Phil Miles joins

After a long recruitment process, we have also been delighted to appoint

Flick Scott as our first ever Younger Disciples Lead (working with children
and families). Flick comes to the job with impressive experience as a primary
school teacher and is, of course, very well known to us as a member of the
choir. Her new role is generously funded by the Church of England’s Strategic
Development Fund, giving us a once-in-a-generation chance to kick-start

I** December.

The role has now been advertised and interviews will take place on 17" October. Nick says he looks

forward to returning to the pews as a regular worshipper at St Mary’s!
I



Two baptisms took place in September: Lucas on 14" and Ste on 21*. It
was also a complete delight to celebrate the wedding of two regular
members of our congregation, as Tom and Amalia married in church on
Friday 19°.

Events

The big excitement on 10" September was a large-scale exercise at the church with Nottingham Fire
& Rescue Service. This tested their preparations (and ours) for the day when the unthinkable happens
and the church suffers a major fire. Fire & Rescue committed significant resources to the exercise, and a
lot of learning took place. No one has ever seen the vicar so excited before...

Almost as good was this year’s Heritage Open Day on 13", when more than 350 people visited the
church to explore the stunning architecture and | 16 climbed the tower for the best views in Nottingham.
We're very grateful to the Friends of St Mary’s, bell ringers and many other volunteers for making this
such a good day.

Partnerships

We've welcomed a number of groups to the church in the past
month, including international students from Nottingham Trent
University, art students from Nottingham College, and 70 Year
8 pupils from Repton College studying nothing less than the nature
of God! Waterstones used us for one of their regular book events, |
welcoming fantasy author Samantha Shannon. We also hosted a
meeting of Deanery Chapter and a special service of Thanksgiving
marking the 150" anniversary of the foundation of Nottingham
Girls’ High School.




Towards the end of the month, we started hosting language classes run by the Refugee Roots charity.
These are scheduled to continue weekly until Christmas, with the hope that St Mary’s becomes a
permanent venue if all goes well.
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In the past year, we’ve developed a strong relationship with Nottingham Trent University projects,
giving students a chance to develop their academic and professional skills. This month we began
collaborations with two groups. Postgraduate students studying finance will be helping us review the
return we get on our investments and benchmark the profits we make by letting the church for events
against other local venues. Meanwhile, undergraduate historians will be working to produce public
interpretations of St Mary’s history focused on the building, its stories, people and significance in the
history of the city.

s Since arriving as vicar last December, James has spent as much time as possible out
B T and about in the city, building relationships with a wide range of people and

%BEREQ organisations. In September, this included attending the Boots & Beret awards
=z -I dinner (celebrating people who have made a significant contribution to the welfare
AWARDS of armed service personnel) and Nottingham Leaders’ Gathering (ecumenical
| church leaders from across the city).

Fabric

Recent heavy rain has reminded us again how many leaks there are in the roof towards the east end of
the church. We have applied for a faculty (‘planning permission’) to undertake about £25,000 emergency
‘patching’ repairs to address the worst of these, funded by a generous grant from the Headley Trust.

Work to remove residual asbestos from the blower room beneath the Chapel of the Holy Spirit began
in mid-September and will take up to a month to complete.

Planning

It's not all glamour, of course! Behind the scenes, September saw meetings of the PCC Standing
Committee and Finance Working Group, as well as a PCC workshop morning on Saturday 20™.
These worked on a number of crucial initiatives, among them defining the church’s vision and priorities
for 2026 — 29; addressing our long-term financial deficit (income falls short of expenditure by around
£50,000 in a typical year); and preparing a major bid (in the region of £4 million) to the Heritage Lottery
Fund to undertake essential repair works on St Marys’ roof and windows. More details will be shared
about all of these in the coming weeks.



And finally...

We started planning this year’s Christmas Tree Festival and Christmas services, and next year’s Light
Night!
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