
Wherever you are, we extend a very warm greeting to 
you, especially if you’ve recently discovered St Mary’s 

ST MARY’S is OPEN for private prayer & reflection  
11.00-2.30 Monday-Friday 

WORKPLACE WEDNESDAY at St Mary’s, each week, a third space to work 
away from home & the office. 9am-12pm, no fee or booking.  

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR 
 

Estelle Barks  
Jenny Du May & her husband Peter 

Stephen Morris   Kirsten Solway 
Oliver Webb & Helen Latham 

Email    admin@stmarynotts.org       Web   stmarysnottingham.org  

Facebook   Instagram   Twitter   @stmarysnotts 

Office Wed-Fri  9am-5pm  0115 958 2105 

St Mary’s Church in the Lace Market   High Pavement   Nottingham   NG1 1HN 

Rev’d Tom Gillum   07825 041 432     tgillum@stmarynotts.org 
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SERVICES COMING UP 
 

SUNDAY 26th Mar: Choral Eucharist 10.45am 
 

SUNDAY 26th Mar: Choral Evensong 6.30pm 
 

WEDNESDAY 29th Mar: Choral Evensong 6.15pm 
 

THURSDAY 30th Mar: Holy Communion 12.45pm 
 

THURSDAY 30th  Mar: Evening Prayer (Skype) 5.30pm 
 

SUNDAY 2nd Apr: Palm Sunday Choral Eucharist (BCP) 10.45am 
 

SUNDAY 2nd Apr: Choral Evensong 6.30pm 

This Week at St Mary’s 

26th March 2023 

GET OUR BELLS RINGING AGAIN 
 

The gap is narrowing—very many thanks to 
all who have so far responded. We have now 
reached 50% of the £180,000 we need to 
raise! Let’s pray and all now give what we 
can, so that the bells can be rung on 6th 
May. To  donate online, please use the QR 
code on the right. 

DARKNESS WHICH IS THICK 
 

South Africa has some of the world’s deepest mines. I had the opportunity 
to visit one. We didn’t descend very far – too dangerous for the average 
person to say nothing of a growing sense of claustrophobia with every  
metre. At one point, the guide turned off the lights in the mineshaft. If 
you’ve ever experienced that sort of lack of light, you’ll understand the 
idea of darkness being thick. The relief when the lights came back on!  
 

I wonder if that’s how the ‘man born blind’ in John 9 felt? From total 
darkness to total light, healed by Jesus who had just declared himself the 
light of the world, demonstrating it by literally enabling him to see light 
again. I also like the thought that Jesus spitting on the ground to make 
mud to smear on the man’s eyes evokes how humans were created out of 
dust in the Genesis story. Did Jesus create new, pristine eyeballs?  
 

The man healed should have been restored to community life. That 
placed attention on the Pharisees, as it was they who would originally 
have confirmed his exclusion. They didn’t like the answers the man     
provided to their questions, determined as they were not to endorse    
Jesus in his breaking a specific sabbath regulation. So they threw the man 
out. 
 

Jesus found the man and invited him to become one of his followers, to 
join the community of those whose sight is restored by the true light of 
the world. The more serious blindness has little to do with physical      
disability and everything to do with spiritual darkness. Blindness was    
self-imposed in the case of the Pharisees, as it is with all religious people 
who easily become blind to the fact they cannot see without that true 
light. Perhaps in our own case as well. There are none so blind as those 
who will not see.  

From Grant Walton’s sermon last Sunday  
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LAST WEEK AT ST MARY’S 
 

SATURDAY Nottingham Bach Choir performance of Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
WEDNESDAY Insight Meeting, led by Stephanie and Martin from Nottingham 
Playhouse 

ST MARY’S VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
 
We have achieved a lot in the last 5 years, in spite of challenging COVID        
circumstances. Common Worship has been introduced as our standard form of 
Sunday morning worship, a variety of more accessible and informal services 
have taken place, our young adults group has emerged, a monthly children’s 
group is running and our new children’s choirs have been created with great 
success. We prosper as an events venue and investment in the church     
building, most recently the gilding of the angels, demonstrates an appreciation 
of the building’s beauty and heritage. 
 

We face challenges. Our congregation is not growing as quickly as it needs to 
for financial sustainability. Costs are rising and our financial reserves are     
depleting. We lack sufficient hands to put ideas into practice. 
 

Congregational feedback from the 2022 survey pointed to five key priority      
areas: reaching younger people, children and their families; retaining           
traditional forms of worship; focus on musical excellence; investment in the 
church building; and engagement with the local community. From this, we set 
out a broad vision for the church, detailed on the Parish Profile document (see 
our website).  
 

We look upwards in Worship, to express our love of God, look inward for       
Wisdom, to deepen this love through prayer and personal discipleship and we 
look outward to bear Witness of God’s love to neighbour. Key is how we improve 
the way people are helped on their journey in faith, how our existing           
congregants deepen their understanding of faith, emboldened to share the Gos-
pel of Christ. 
 

The terms under which we benefit from the Strategic Development Fund were 
reset last month. We will recruit a Student & Young Adult Leader (to focus on 
18-30s) and a Children & Families Leader (to focus on 0-11s) and build the new 
West Door porch, create a new catering area/servery and improve the internal 
lighting. These aim is to double our congregation in the next 5 years. 
 

Please consider how you might lend your support, whether in time or money. 
Please pray for numerical growth, for development of new expressions of faith, 
for our welcome of new people, for our new Vicar to lead us forward and for our 
visibility in the city, that many may come to know God. 

 
Summary of Ed Mills’ presentation to Open Meeting 12th March 

THE NOTTINGHAM PASSION 31st March & 1st April, 7.30pm Both nights are 

now SOLD OUT, in large part due to your immense support—thank you. The cast, 
crew, and production committee would be very grateful for your prayers as the 
project enters its final stages. 

ST MARY’S BOOK GROUP 11am 6th April (Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart), 4th 

May (A Child in the Forest by Winifred Foley). All welcome.  

MEADOWS FOODBANK please support with especially: tinned fruit, meat, 
fish & soup; UHT milk; cereal; biscuits; fruit juice; toiletries. Tues 5.30–7.15, Fri 
10-12, Sat 11-1pm NG2 2JD 

 

DONATIONS - from members and friends are a vital part of our income. Please 
prayerfully consider how you might so be able to help.  
 

Options for making a donation. Online banking (NatWest 56-00-61, St Mary’s 
PCC a/c 00834602); cash or cheque in the donations chest; the card reader; via 
the website, or standing order, using Gift Aid if you are a UK tax-payer.  
 

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 
 

PALM SUNDAY 2ND APRIL 10.45am Choral Eucharist with Procession of the Palms 
and dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative; 6.30pm Choral Evensong 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 7.30pm Solemn Eucharist with Stripping of the 
Altars and Silent Vigil 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 7TH APRIL 10.30am Good Friday Service; 2pm Children’s       
Gathering; 7.15pm. The Choir of St Mary’s and 18th Century Sinfonia will be 
performing Rheinhard Keiser’s Markus-Passion. Free admission with retiring   
collection. 

 

EASTER DAY 9TH APRIL 5.30am Dawn Vigil with Readings and the First Eucharist 
of Easter; 10.45am Choral Eucharist; 6.30pm Choral Evensong 

ST PETER’S PARISH PILGRIMAGE 8th April. Every year since 1995 there has 

been a pilgrimage from St Peter’s to the Pilgrims' Chapel at Southwell Minster. 
This year sees the first post-COVID pilgrimage and all are welcome to join for all 
or part of the walk, which totals around 10 miles. For more information contact 
John Burr on 07941 633289. 

TOM’S LAST SUNDAY 23rd April. There will be a lunch after the 10.45am   

service for all in the congregation to mark Tom’s last Sunday as Vicar. If you 
would like to contribute to a leaving gift, please give donations to Margaret 
Wiedemann by Sunday 16th April. 

MUSIC FIT FOR A KING Saturday 13th May. Our Choir and the Orchestra of 

the Restoration will be performing music to celebrate the Coronation, including 
by composers such as Handel, Elgar, and Parry. Tickets available from           
Nottingham Tourist Office or www.trybooking.co.uk/BYQH. Adults £15,         
concessions £10, U23s £5. 


