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HYMN      Be thou my vision       343                                                 Please stand 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 
be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower: 
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise: 
Be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.                     
 
Irish c 8 century tr Mary Byrne (1880-1931)   
 
 
 
 



 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
 
 
 
WELCOME & NOTICES                                                                          Please sit 

 
 
 
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen    
 
 
 
CONFESSION 
 
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our 
sins, to be our advocate in heaven and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to 
keep God’s commandments and to live in love and peace with all.  
 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and against 
our neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we have said and done, through 
ignorance, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We have 
wounded your love and marred your image in us. We are sorry and ashamed and 
repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of 
light. Amen. 
 
 
 
KYRIE 
Lord have mercy              Christ have mercy                     Lord have mercy 
Kyrie eleison                   Christe eleison                          Kyrie eleison 
 
 
 



 
 
 
ABSOLUTION   
 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and 
deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 
you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 
 
 
 
GLORIA                                                                                                  Please stand 

 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
COLLECT                                                                                            Please sit  

 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 
both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works of your 
commandments; that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever, 
we may be preserved in body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,  
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 
 
 



 
 
FIRST READING     Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 read by Ruth Lindstrom 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.  By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible.  

 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance, and he set out, not knowing where he was going.  By faith 
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  For 
he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God.  By faith, with Sarah’s involvement, he received power of procreation, even 
though he was too old, because he considered him faithful who had promised. 
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
“as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.” 
 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance 
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners 
on the earth,  for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking 
a homeland.  If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 
would have had opportunity to return.  But as it is, they desire a better homeland, 
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 

This is the word of the Lord       
Thanks be to God 

 
 

PSALM 33 

Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, for it is good for the just to sing praises. 
Praise the Lord with the lyre;  on the ten-stringed harp sing his praise. 
Sing for him a new song;  play skilfully, with shouts of praise. 
For the word of the Lord is true  and all his works are sure. 
He loves righteousness and justice;  the earth is full of the loving-kindness of the 
Lord. 
By the word of the Lord were the heavens made  and all their host by the breath 
of his mouth. 
He gathers up the waters of the sea as in a waterskin  and lays up the deep in his 
treasury. 
Let all the earth fear the Lord;  stand in awe of him, all who dwell in the world. 
For he spoke, and it was done;  he commanded, and it stood fast. 
 



 
The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to naught;  he frustrates the designs of 
the peoples. 
But the counsel of the Lord shall endure for ever  and the designs of his heart 
from generation to generation. 
Happy the nation whose God is the Lord  and the people he has chosen for his 
own. 
The Lord looks down from heaven  and beholds all the children of earth. 
From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze  on all who dwell on the earth. 
He fashions all the hearts of them  and understands all their works. 
No king is saved by the might of his host;  no warrior delivered by his great 
strength. 
A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;  for all its strength it cannot save. 
Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear him,  on those who wait in 
hope for his steadfast love, 
To deliver their soul from death  and to feed them in time of famine. 
Our soul waits longingly for the Lord;  he is our help and our shield. 
Indeed, our heart rejoices in him;  in his holy name have we put our trust. 
Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us,  as we have set our hope on you. 

                                                                                                                                       Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.   Amen       
 
 
GOSPEL READING  Luke 12.32-40 read by Will Burn                            Remain standing 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do 
not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 
moth destroys.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks.  Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them.  If he comes during the middle of 
the night or near dawn and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 

“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.  You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord                     
Praise to you, O Christ 



 
SERMON                                                                                          Please sit 

 
 
 
CREED                                                                                             Please stand 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION led by Julia Barrow                                          Please sit   
                 
In response to ‘Lord, hear us’ please say ‘Lord, graciously hear us’  
 
Merciful Father, 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE 
 
We are the body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. Let 
us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our common life. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
HYMN     O worship the Lord                                                           Please stand 

 
1  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name. 
 
2  Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness: 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
3  Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
4  These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.                       J S B Monsell (1811-75) PD 

 
 
 
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
We lift them to the Lord  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give thanks and praise  
 
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all times and in all places to give you 
thanks and praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God, through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
 

For he is your living Word; through him you have created all things from the 
beginning, and formed us in your own image.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, giving him to be born of a 
woman and to die upon the cross; you raised him from the dead and exalted him 
to your right hand on high.  
  
Through him you have sent upon us your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a 
people for your own possession. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we 
proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 
 

                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                       Please sit     
                                                                                                                                          

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and 
as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your 
Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood; who, 
in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke 
it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to 
them, saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of me.  
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all 
upon the cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; we look 
for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we make the 
memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  
 
Great is the mystery of faith:  
 
Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  

 
 
 
 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 



 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and 
praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine 
majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in the body 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  
Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who 
stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of 
everlasting praise:  
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
                                                                             
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy 
will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for 
you, and his blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink in remembrance that he 
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS  
 
We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful 
bodies may be made clean by his body and our souls washed through his most 
precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 
 
Everyone is invited to come forward. If you have been confirmed, or if you usually 
receive in your own church, please join with us in receiving a piece of bread dipped 
in wine. If you would prefer, please come so that we can pray silently for you to 
receive God’s blessing. 

 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
   
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you 
met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body 
live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit 
lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, and the whole earth live to praise your 
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
THE BLESSING                                                                                     Please stand 

 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and the love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing 
of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always.   Amen 
 



 
 
 
 
HYMN    Teach me, my God & King  240 
 

 
   
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the Name of Christ, Amen                                                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach me, my God and King, 
in all things thee to see; 
and what I do in anything 
to do it as for thee. 
 

A man that looks on glass, 
on it may stay his eye; 
or, if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
and then the heaven espy. 
 

All may of thee partake; 
nothing can be so mean 
which, with this tincture, For thy sake, 
will not grow bright and clean. 
 

A servant with this clause 
makes drudgery divine; 
who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
makes that and the action fine. 
 

This is the famous stone 
that turneth all to gold; 
for that which God doth touch and own 
cannot for less be told.                                                                                 George Herbert (1593-1632) PD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We are most grateful for all donations which are our main source of income. 
Please make use of the QR Code or the contactless donation station by the south porch. 

Alternatively cash/cheques may be placed in the nearby chest, using Gift Aid if you pay UK tax.  
 
 
 

 
Email    admin@stmarynotts.org       Web   stmarysnottingham.org 

Facebook   Instagram   Twitter   @stmarysnotts 
Office Mon-Fri  10-3pm  0115 958 2105  
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