
TO ALL
Welcome
COVID 19 has affected us all – for some, in extreme ways.  
It’s likely to continue to do so for a while to come.
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Opening our hearts to God can sometimes best be done 
silently – the important thing is that we do it and with 
confidence that the God who created each of us loves us 
beyond our imaginings and is ONE who always brings HOPE!  

Being in St Mary’s today will give you space to see things 
on a big canvas. Throughout the centuries that St Mary’s has 
been here, Nottingham has had its share of lows – economic, 
medical, social, those who never returned from war, etc. There 
have been many highs too, none more so than our amazing 
spirit which brings us together in times of hardship.

You may find that just being here seems to bring hope. That’s 
often what can happen. There is so much here which speaks 
(or more likely sings) out that there is a bigger picture which 
has God right at the centre. It’s as though the voices from 
the walls and the windows are all saying together – there is a 
bigger story, which has a good ending. Even executing Jesus 
Christ, sent by God as our Saviour, did not result in God giving 
up on us – the opposite, it turns out it was God’s way of 
defeating death. 

St Mary’s gives us space to say where we are hurting and 
weeping – in our pain, our loss and in our uncertainty. Not 
far away is the pain of the parents of 10 year old Henry 
Plumtree; of Thomas and Sarah Wright who lost  
two daughters aged 16 and 19; and all who grieved the 
death from yellow fever of 21 year old James Still in far 
off Sierra Leone, where he was helping end the slave trade. 
Especially poignant for us in 2020 is the stained glass 
window in memory of Katherine Wade Dalton who died 
from Spanish flu in October 1918 aged 19, just a week  
after her wedding to William.

We hope you will spend as long here as you feel 
you need to. In each of the Chapels you will find 
prayers you may find helpful at this time. 


